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1039 Broadway, Carlinville

• Window Thermal Unit Replacement.
• Screens & storm windows.
• Residential - farm glass.
• Commercial store fronts.
• Windshields & all auto glass needs
• Mirror & plexi glass.

Snell
Plumbing & Heating

SaleS & Service
reSidential & commercial

617 S. Springfield, Virden • 217-965-3911
snellonline.com

Signs it is time to replace brakes
Each component of a vehicle per-

forms an important function that 
ensures the car runs safely and 
soundly. A working brake system 
is vital to vehicle safety, so any is-
sues affecting the brakes merit at-
tention. Fortunately, there are var-
ious warning signs that indicate to 
vehicle owners it is time to replace 
brakes.

• Grinding sound: Sun Auto Ser-
vice says a deep grinding metal 
sound indicates that brakes are 
wearing down. Brake pads typical-
ly come equipped with tiny metal 
ridges on the bottom of the pads to 
alert the driver that the pads have 
worn down. Continuing to drive like 
this will put metal on metal, which 
can damage the rotors.

• Squealing sound: Some brake 
pads have built-in wear indica-
tors. A driver may notice a squeal-
ing, screeching or whining noise 
when the brakes are engaged, says 
Bridgestone. Grinding or squeal-
ing often indicates that the brakes 
need to be replaced.

• Pulling to one side: When brak-
ing, drivers might notice the car 
pulling over to one side. This in-
dicates brake pads are unevenly 
worn out, causing the car to pull to 
one side when braking.

• Visible wear and tear: A visual 
inspection of the brakes can give 
drivers an idea of their condition. 
If the pads are less than a quar-
ter-inch thick, it is time to have 
them inspected or replaced.

• Brake pedal vibration: When 
brakes are working properly, the 
vehicle will smoothly slow to a stop. 
If the brakes are worn out or if the 
rotors are damaged, the break ped-
al can vibrate and the car may even 
buck as it comes to a stop. This 
means the brakes and possibly the 
rotors will need to be changed.

• Failure to stop: Of course, a clear 
indication that it could be time to 
replace the brakes is if the car does 
not respond promptly to braking 
when the brake pedal is pressed. 
A soft brake pedal or longer stop 
times might mean brake fluid is 
low or may indicate the need for a 
brake replacement.

Various signs may indicate it is 
time to replace a vehicle’s brakes.


