Celebrate Route 66 1n 2026

Get your kicks on Route
66 in southwest Illinois
this summer. Communities
and residents all along the
Last 100 Miles of Route
66 in Illinois will celebrate
with a variety of festivals,
events and even newly cre-
ated Mother Road themed
products.

The official kick off to
the centennial was Thurs-
day, April 30 and there are
plans for a wide range of
community events, activi-
ties and even newly creat-
ed Route 66 craft beer and
craft beverages.

Locals makers in south-
west Illinois are honoring
the Mother Road with new
drinks created specifically
for the centennial. Old Her-
ald Brewery & Distillery in
Callinsville has partnered
with Mississippi Culture
in Staunton to bring to life
the new Kicks on 66 Craft
Beer. Thisbeer isarefresh-
ing cream ale with akiss of
vanilla and a hint of cit-
rus. It is reminiscent of the
soda fountain drinks from
early road trip days. Duke
Bakery in Alton and Gran-
ite City, has added a new
Route 66 soda to its Duke
Beverage line of glass bot-
tled sodas in honor of the
centennial.

Communities and attrac-
tions throughout south-
west Illinois have planned
a variety of early summer
events in honor of the cen-
tennial celebration.

May Activities

Meet Big Foot at the Pink
Elephant Antique Mall,
908 Veteran's Memori-
a Parkway, Livingston
on Saturday, May 9. This
free, family-friendly event
transforms the outside of
the 100-year-old antique
mall building into a Big
Foot playground. Games,
vendors and a Sasquatch
Holler Contest highlight
the festivities. The Pink
Elephant Antiqgue Mall is
also home to a number of
fiberglass giants including
the larger-than-life pink el-
ephant.

Additional May activi-
ties include Pet Adoption
Day at Edwardsville sWest
End Service Station, 620

St. Louis St., on May 23
and the Edwardsville Sym-
phony’s salute to Route 66
with a concert at City Park
on May 24.
JuneActivities

Fans and friends of
Route 66 who aso happen
to be Jeep owners will take
part in the Route 66 Jeep
Run which takes place
Saturday, June 6. The fun
starts at the Litchfield Sky-
view Drive-In and ends at
the It's Electric Neon Sign
Park in Granite City. Tick-
ets are $20.66 per jeep.

Head to Collinsville for
the International Horserad-
ish Festival on June 5-6.
The annual celebration of
the spicy root takes place
in the city’s Uptown Dis-
trict. It's free to attend.

Edwardsville will once
again celebrate the Moth-
er Road with the annual
Route 66 Festival at City
Park on Saturday, June 13.
The day-long festival in-
cludeslive music, vendors,
a classic car cruise and
more.

The Hemmings Great
Race presented by Coker
Tirewill shinethe spotlight
along the Last 100 Miles of
Route 66 on Saturday, June
20. This classic car rally
will make astop in Uptown
Collinsville. View these
classic cars from 4:15 p.m.
to 7:00 p.m. This year's
Great Race theme is Route
66 and the fun starts in
Springfield, IL and travels
down the Mother Road to
its first stop of the race in
Callinsville.

Collinsville will also
host the Catsup Bottle
Festival — a celebration of
the World's Tallest Cat-
sup Bottle Water Tower
— from 2:00 to 7:00 p.m.
at Old Herald Square, 111
E. Clay St. on Saturday,
June 20. Enjoy live music,
tater tot and hot dog eating
contests, Brooks Ketchup
Tasting and a Mascot Mad-
ness dance. This is a free,
family-friendly event.

Additional June events
include at the West End
Service Station Birthday
Party in Edwardsville on
June 6. Enjoy a Route 66
Tractor Drive which be-

ginsin Litchfield and trav-
els along 35 miles of the
Mother Road on Saturday,
June 20. The Pink Elephant
Antique Mall will hold a
Route 66 Celebration also
on June 20. A Route 66 Ju-
bileewill be held in Carlin-
ville on Saturday, June 26.
The Edwardsville Sym-
phony will hold an outdoor
concert in honor of Route
66 at City Park on June 28.

Keep an eye open for a
weekend of events, festi-
vals and fun Oct. 10 — 11
when the Last 100 Miles
Festival takes place. A total
of 13 communities along
theLast 100 Milesof Route
66 in lllinoiswill honor the
Mother Road with events
all weekend long.

Take aroad trip along the
Last 100 Miles of Route
66 in southwest Illinois
and discover the Giants of
Granite City along with
the It's Electric Neon Sign
Park in Granite City. Walk
across the Mississippi Riv-
er on the Chain of Rocks
Bridge. Dine out at iconic
Route 66 diners includ-
ing Weezy’s in Hamel, the
Ariston Café and Jubelt’'s
Bakery & Restaurant,
both in Litchfield, Doc’'s
Just Off 66 in Girard, and
the Twistee Treat Diner in
Livingston. Visit the revi-
talized West End Service
Station in Edwardsville
and the blast from the past
Soulsby Service Station in
Mt. Olive.

Route 66 in southwest
Illinois stands as both the
birthplace of the iconic
highway and a living trib-
ute to America's spirit of
travel, resilience, and dis-
covery. From its historic
beginnings in Chicago to
its charming small towns
and preserved roadside
landmarks, the region of-
fers an authentic glimpse
into the road’s enduring
legacy. As communities
along the route continue to
celebrate and revitalize its
heritage, Route 66 remains
not just a highway, but
a shared story—inviting
travelers from around the
world to experienceits his-
tory, culture, and timeless

appeal.

@ Trades & Services

() or rent

BELLM APTS. FOR RENT*
GreatNeighborhoods * Very
clean * No Pets. No Smoking.
217-854-7886 or 217-825-
6370.

TFN

MODULAR HOME FOR RENT:
Unfurnished, all utilitiesinclud-
ed, including WiFi. Background
check required. No pets, no
smoking. 217-854-3201.

TEN

Q) services

EXTERIOR & INTERIOR
PAINTING, 1 or 2 story homes,
barns, churches, garages, and
decks. Call John. Home 217-
965-3470.

TFN

CENTRAL ILLINOIS HOUSE
PAINTING. Interior/Exterior.
Homes, businesses, barns,
machine sheds and decks,
etc. References and Free
Estimates. Call Mike 217-
250-5460.

TFN

@ Miscellaneous

AA 24-HOUR HOTLINE for
problemdrinkers—1-800-307-
6600. Al-Anon 24-hour hotline
— 618-463-2429.

TFN

EMOTIONS ANONYMOUS
Meetings 6 p.m. Tuesdays,
at Locust Street Resource
Center, 320 S. Locust Street,
Carlinville 217-710-3705 or
217-272-4560.

TFN

THE NATIONAL ALLIANCE ON
MENTAL ILLNESS SOUTH-
WESTERN ILLINOIS has
support meetings for mental
illness via Zoom every Thurs-
day 7-8:30 PM. Contact Pat
Rudloff, silverliningé@charter.
net, to receive the Zoom link
orthe address foranin-person
meeting.

TEN

ENQUIRER ~
DEMOCRAT

Subscribe
TODAY!

217-854-2534

FREE ESTIMATES

INSURED

TREE REMOVAL
TREE TRIMMING
FIREWOOD
STUMP GRINDING

Giaudrone’s Bang Bang Roof in{

Giaudrone’s,
/Bang Bang
Roofing

We also specialize in insurance work!
Free Estimates ¢ 217-250-1422 « Bret Giaudrone, Owner

* Roof ing
Installation

* Roof ing Repair

 Gutters

* Siding

» Metal Roof ing

Zach Simons (217) 851-5499

s )

RoOll-Off

service

10600 Cox Lane, Plainview, IL 62685

We have 20, 30 and 40 yard dumpsters for
clean outs, construction debris, and demolition.
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Auto - _Home/Farm e Business e Life/Health

Office: 217-854-8616

Gretchen Killam
Trisha Dixon

265 N. Broad St., Carlinville

Boente Shell

543 West Main St.,
Carlinville, IL 62626
PH: 217-854-3164
830 E. 1st South St., Carlinville, IL 62626
PH: 217-854-4012
"Serving our community since 1929"
www.jfboentesons.com

Facebook: JF Boente Sons

217-313-0911
Greg Burcham

ENQUIRER-EXPRESS

HAVE FREE STUFE?

If you have FREE items to give away, you can
advertise them with a liner ClassiFied Ad in the
Enquirer Express at NO CHARGE!

Maximum of 6 lines and 3 ads per month.

Call (217) 854-2534
for more details.

Enquirer Express

Here's How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken
down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the num-
bers 1 through 9 must f ill each row, column and box. Eacl
number can appear only once in each row, column and
box. You can f igure out the order in which the numbers wi
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the
boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to
solve the puzzle!
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

WORDS

ALIGNMENT FOCUS PRESENCE
AWARENESS GRATITUDE SAMADHI

BREATHWORK INTENTION STILLNESS
CHAKRA MANTRA TRANSCENDENCE
CLARITY MINDFULNESS VIPASSANA
COMPASSION MUDRAS VISUALIZATION
ENLIGHTENMENT NIRVANA ZAZEN

EQUANIMITY PRANAYAMA ZEN
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