June 18 Marks 100
Years Since Death
Of Thomas Rinaker

Son of Civil War
Commander Was
One of Carlinville's
Top Residents at
Turn of Century

By TOM EMERY
Enquirer~Democrat Contributor

Though he's obscure today,
Thomas Rinaker was one of the
foremost residents of Carlinville
at the turn of the twentieth cen-
tury. Several of his accomplish-
ments were part of local lore, as
well as state advancement.

June 18 marks 100 years since
the death of Rinaker, who died
suddenly during a banquet at
Hillside Country Club in Carl-
inville on that date in 1926. He
was a member of one of the
great families of Carlinville his-
tory.

BornonAug. 15, 1857, Thom-
as was the son of John I. Ri-
naker, a regimental commander
and brevet brigadier genera in
the Civil War. The elder Rinaker
fell short of the nomination for
[llinois governor in 1880 and
1888, and for lieutenant gover-
nor in 1884. Hewon aseat in the
U.S. House in 1894.

A brother of Thomas, Lewis
Rinaker, was a Chicago judge
who was defeated for Cook
County State's Attorney in
1912, and was unsuccessful in
a bhid for the Republican nomi-
nation for lieutenant governor in
1924,

Another brother, Samuel, was
a Nebraska lawyer and delegate
to the 1908 Republican National
Convention, while still anoth-
er, John Jr., was a successful
Springfield architect.

Thomas Rinaker taught
school near Franklin before
reading law in his father’s of-

fice. He went on to earn a law
degree from the University of
Michigan.

Rinaker was elected to the Il-
linois House of Representatives
in 1900 and served two terms.
In Springfield, he advocated im-
provements in the paved high-
way east of Carlinville, which
earned him much local grati-
tude.

His home on East Main Street
had been the former Braley res-
idence, and was a stop on the
Underground Railroad. The
imposing home was known for
its dliding panels and hidden
compartments, which concealed
escaping slaves. The house was
destroyed by fire on March 15,
1911.

Rinaker was one of three
commissionerswho oversaw the
construction of the Centennial
Building, immediately southeast
of the Illinois statehouse in the
Capitol Complex, to honor the
anniversary of lllinois statehood
in 1918.

The structure was renamed
the Howlett Building in 1992.
As commissioner, Rinaker's
name is engraved in the corner-
stone of the building.

Rinaker was attending a din-
ner for members of the area
bar at Hillside on the evening
of June 18, 1926 when he was
suddenly stricken. Hedied afew
minutes |ater.

Located in the vicinity of the
American Legion home and the
Carlinville city pool, Hillside
operated from 1921-43. Rinaker
is buried in Carlinville City
Cemetery.

One of his four children, Dr.
Clarissa Rinaker (1882-1957),
was an oft-published literary ex-
pert who enjoyed along univer-
sSity teaching career. Another of
his children, Thomas Jr., was a
delegate to the 1936 Republican
National Convention.
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BELLM APTS. FOR RENT*
GreatNeighborhoods * Very

clean * No Pets. No Smoking.
217-854-7886 or 217-825-
6370.

TFN

MODULAR HOME FOR RENT:
Unfurnished, all utilitiesinclud-
ed, including WiFi. Background
check required. No pets, no
smoking. 217-854-3201.

TEN

Help
Wanted

WANTED: CLASS A CDL DRIV-
ER with Dump Trailer, Van and
Hopper Bottom Experience.
Typically, M-F Local Runs
and Home Each Night. Call
Macoupin County Asphalt At
217-854-4576

6/18-7/2

() services

EXTERIOR & INTERIOR
PAINTING, 1 or 2 story homes,
barns, churches, garages, and
decks. Call John. Home 217-
965-3470.

TFN

GARAGE SALE: 320HOEHN
ST. CARLINVILLE, Friday,
June 26: 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., and
Saturday, June 27: 12 p.m.
to 3 p.m. Lots of dishes and
glassware.

6/25

Miscellaneous

THE NATIONAL ALLIANCE ON
MENTAL ILLNESS SOUTH-
WESTERN ILLINOIS has
support meetings for mental
illness via Zoom every Thurs-
day 7-8:30 PM. Contact Pat
Rudloff, silverliningé@charter.
net, to receive the Zoom link
orthe address foranin-person
meeting.

TFN

AA 24-HOUR HOTLINE for
problemdrinkers—1-800-307-
6600. Al-Anon 24-hour hotline
—618-463-2429.

TFN

EMOTIONS ANONYMOUS
Meetings 6 p.m. Tuesdays,
at Locust Street Resource
Center, 320 S. Locust Street,
Carlinville 217-710-3705 or
217-272-4560.

TFN

CENTRAL ILLINOIS HOUSE
PAINTING. Interior/Exterior.
Homes, businesses, barns,
machine sheds and decks,
etc. References and Free
Estimates. Call Mike 217-
250-5460.

TFEN

v CHECK
PRINTING
NEEDS
NOwW

Classif ied line ad
advertising rates

$15

published in all
three publications
Enquirer~Democrat,
Enquirer Express and Coal
Country Times.

(4 lines with 4 words per line
for $15, additional lines are
$1.50 a line.)

All classif ied advertising
must be paid in advance.
Deadline 2 p.m. Mondays.
E-mail to advertising@
enquirerdemocrat.com

@ Trades & Services

EMMONS TREE SERVICE
d Bill Emmons / Jordan Emmons
B (217) 556-3032 / (217) 556-7430
Carlinville, lllinois 62626

FREE ESTIMATES

INSURED

TREE REMOVAL
TREE TRIMMING
FIREWOOD
STUMP GRINDING

Giaudrone’s;

/Bang Ban
Rogflng v

We also specialize in insurance work!
Free Estimates « 217-250-1422 « Bret Giaudrone, Owner

Giaudrone’s Bang Bang Roof in{

* Roof ing
Installation

* Roof ing Repair

 Gutters

* Siding

» Metal Roof ing

Zach Simons (217) 851-5499

sSiaa )

RoOll-Off

s5ervice

10600 Cox Lane, Plainview, IL 62685

We have 20, 30 and 40 yard dumpsters for
clean outs, construction debris, and demolition.

Mr. Chimney Sweep

Ron Lawrence
(217) 313-0815

THURSDAY, JUNE 25, 2026

Office: 217-854-8616

Auto . Home/Farm e Business ¢ Life/Health

Gretchen Killam
Trisha Dixon

265 N. Broad St., Carlinville

Boente Shell

543 West Main St.,
Carlinville, IL 62626
PH: 217-854-3164
830 E. 1st South St., Carlinville, IL 62626
PH: 217-854-4012
"Serving our community since 1929"

Facebook: JF Boente Sons

www.jfboentesons.com

217-313-0911
Greg Burcham

starting @& just

15 week

3.5 x 2.07 ad siza

Call for more
information
217-854-2534

Macoupin County
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ENQUIRER-EXPRESS

OIIl.-CHANG
$59

upyic to 6
’ quarts

N~
RAM
www.teamvictorylane.com

2 1-654-J1ZEP (3337

400 W. MAIN STREET;
CARLINVILLE
[Monday3Fridayf8z6,

Saturaay (873073 730)
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Here's How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken
down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the num-
bers 1 through 9 must f ill each row, column and box. Eacl
number can appear only once in each row, column and
box. You can f igure out the order in which the numbers wi
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the
boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to
solve the puzzle!
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FaTHER's DAY FUN WORD @EARCH
TRADITTIONNTFVIMHABIUHEBGEGIL
WMGBEVKRUNHHAVKCTRLTI
I BEUCWTISDOMABA ARTEBTET ECLUTE
R GNGNHCAOCLPHWYVYTTTTI KT ?D
HSENAKSSENDNTIKNWBTOTSGEG
CRRFDRELTIABTITLTITYA ARHSEB
NEOLTIRDTY YU HSTITIHNIHTETURY
LHSSUNEVFWNFMKULDAYT
G TIKGC CASGRTLOSHAFUVPYTI
BATSDRUOWPPBIKTITNETGYGN
UFYBWCRYZPEZKPETREBTLMOR
FATHERAHHOODT CDHYOITTI KTLE
0 KI 6GLYCAGETLTTEMVBTA AT
AAKNOITAIU CERPPARTITETGTEHA
DUCETUBTIRTERTFIKNTIT CDNTP
S NSLSDEDTIT CATTIONYTTITEH/V
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0 GBSLEBDGT CELTESBRATTIU ON
Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.
WORDS
APPRECIATION FATHERS PATERNITY
BARBECUE FISHING RELATED
BRAVERY GENEALOGY
CELEBRATION GENEROSITY RELIABILITY
COACH GRILLING RESPECT
DAY GUIDANCE TRADITION
DEDICATION HERITAGE
DEVOTION KINDNESS TRIBUTE
FAMILY LEGACY WISDOM
FATHERHOOD MENTORSHIP WORDS
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