Governor SignsMore Than 60 Bills, Including Rental Fee Transparency, Driving Reforms
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Gov. JB Pritzker has
signed more than 60 hills, in-
cluding new laws addressing
rental housing fees, public
safety measures, and utility
customer participation in rate
cases.

Rental transparency
(House Bill 3564)

House[Bill[(B564[bans$o-
called “junk fees’ charged by
landlords and increasestrans-
parency in rental agreements.

The law, effective Jan.
1, prohibits landlords from
chargingffeesiarffinesforleasel]
modificationsJor]renewals,]
eviction notices, after-hours
maintenance requests, and
routine maintenance in many
standard situations.

Application and back-
ground check fees are capped
at $50 unless the actua cost
of a third-party background
check exceeds that amount.
In those cases, landlords
must pay the fee upfront and
provide applicants a receipt
showing the vendor cost
within 14 days.

Landlordsare also required
to list al nonoptional feeson
thelfiirstpagelof [@Tease.[Ten-

ants are not required to pay
any fee not included.

Violations are subject to
civil liability.

Blue envelope program

(House Bill 4472)

House Bill 4472 creates
a statewide Blue Envelope
Program for people on the
autism spectrum.

The voluntary program al-
lows individuals to present a

unable to access digital-only
savings and takes effect Jan.
1
Public utility rate forums
(House Bill 4514)

House Bill 4514 alows
Illinois utility customers to
request public forums before
the Illinois Commerce Com-
mission on proposed rate
hikes and to submit written
comments.

bluelenvel opelduringirafficCl  Previously, customer par-

stops to aert law enforce-
ment to a communication
disorder. The envelope may
contain important documents
and includes instructions for
bothlofficerslandlindividual s
on how to handle interac-
tions.

Many departments already
use similar programs. The
law takes effect Jan. 1.
Digital coupons (House Bill

45)

House Bill 45 requires re-
tailers offering digital cou-
pons to ensure equivalent
access for eligible customers
through nondigital means.

Retailers are not required
to provide paper coupons,
but must make sure discounts
are available to all qualifying
customers. The law follows
complaints from consumers

that in...

English: Picnic
Spanish: Picnic
Italian: Picnic
French:Pique-nique
German: Picknick

ticipation was limited during
hearings. The new law re-
quires forums to be sched-
uled at times that maximize
public participation. It takes
effect Jan. 1.
Public media protections
(House Bill 4420)

House Bill 4420 protects
editorial independence at
public radio and television
stationsCaffiliatedCwvithOl -
nois colleges and universi-
ties.

The law prohibits prior
review of editorial content
byCuniversityCofficials.CAc-
cording to the Illinois Public
Broadcasting Council, eight
institutions operate stations
affected by the change, which
thelgroup(SayslisthefirstTaw]
of itskind in the nation.
Diaper labeling (House Bill

4702)

House Bill 4702 requires
manufacturers of disposable
and reusable diapers to list
al ingredients in order of
predominance on packaging
by [July[2028.

Supporters say the measure
is intended to help families
identify potential allergens
and make informed product
choices.

Speed control devices
(House Bill 4948)

HouseIBill[04948allows]
drivers with suspended |li-
censes for certain speeding
violations to install speed
control devicesin their vehi-
clesinstead of losing driving
privileges.

The device limits a vehi-
cle's speed based on posted
limits and functions similarly
to ignition interlock devices
used for DUI cases. The law
takesleffect[in(2028.

Environmental standards

(House Bill 5070)

House Bill 5070 restricts
the Illinois Pollution Control
Board from adopting federal
environmental  regulations
that are less stringent than
existing state standards.

The change follows con-
cerns over federal environ-

mental rollbacks and aims to

maintain stricter state-level

protections.

In-state tuition (House Bill
5093)

HouselBill (5093 kxpands]
eigibility for in-state tuition
at Illinois colleges and uni-
versities to students who at-
tended Illinois high schools
for at least three years, even
if they later established resi-
dency elsewhere.

Noncitizens must also be-
gin the process of becoming
permanent U.S. residents to
qualify. The law takes effect
forthe[2027—-28[school year.
Hormone ther apy cover age

(House Bill 5492)

House Bill 5492 requires
insurance providers to cover
up to a six-month supply of
hormone therapy prescrip-
tions.

The law applies broadly to
patients receiving hormone
treatments, including gen-
der-affirmingCare.Cl tCtakesd
effect Jan. 1.

Minor league baseball
wages (Senate Bill 454)
Senate Bill 454 exempts

Minor League Baseball play-
ers from lIllinois minimum
wage law. The change ap-
plies to players on the Peoria

Chiefs, the state’s only minor
league team.

Lawmakers said players
are salaried under collective
bargaining agreements, and
similar exemptions aready
exist elsewhere in profes
sional sports.

Swipe fees delay (Senate

Bill 3645)

Senate[1Bill 0364500delaysl]
implementation of severd
laws, including a measure
addressing credit card swipe
fees.

The original law would
have restricted interchange
fees on tax and tip portions of
purchases. The effective date
has now been pushed to at
least July 1, 2027, following
legal challenges and afedera
court injunction.

I nsurance climate disclo-

sure (Senate Bill 4006)

Senate Bill 4006 requires
insurersto provide longer ad-
vance notice of cancellations
or nonrenewals and to dis
closelfll oodldoverageloptions]
in plain language.

The law also requires in-
surers to participate in the
National Association of In-
surance Commissioners' Cli-
mate Risk Disclosure Survey.

Double Word Puzzile

NKTEBAL

SFROK

KCIEOO

DNREIN

Unscramble the individual words to reveal letters for the phrase.
T 2 3
4 5
5 7
8
H
2 5 7 3 8 6 76 2 3 1
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7 6 1 7 6
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Can yu guess what
the bigger picture is?
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