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Happy New Year!
Every year people stay up
later than usual on the night
of December 31st to seethe
clock tick from 11:59pm to
12:00am, to see the old
year out and the New Year
in. We have come up with a
lot of waysto celebrate that
tick of the clock. A ball
drops in Time Square, an
onion in Bermuda, an elec-
tric Moon Pie in Alabama,
aclaminMaine, apicklein
North Carolina, a water-
melon in Indiana, a 1000-
pound block of cheese in
Wisconsin, aguitar in Ten-
nessee, or a giant piece of
bologna in Pennsylvania.
There are many other
strange and interesting
ways we celebrate the New
Year, but why? Why do we
make such abig deal out of
that moment when the
clock strikes 12am and the
calendar shifts from Dec.
31st to Jan 1st?

The truth is, most of us
have a hope and an expec-
tation that in some way the
new year will be better than
the one before. It is com-
mon, almost expected, as
we begin a New Year that
we will al make res
olutions; a commitment to
do something in the New
Year that we did not do in
the old. The beginning of a
New Year isthe time when
we think about new begin-
nings and the opportunities
we have to do all sorts of
things differently, but aswe
do so let us be reminded of
the Apostle Paul’s warning
in Ephesians 5:15-17.

As Paul was writing to
the believers at Ephesus
about avoiding those things
that are improper for God's
people, he wrote, “Be very
careful, then, how you live;
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not as unwise but as wise,
making the most of every
opportunity, because the
daysare evil. Therefore, do
not be foolish, but under-
stand what the Lord's will
is”

Have you ever done any-
thing unwise? We all have.
Unfortunately, many people
have not just done a foolish
thing here or there but are
living a life of foolishness.
They are living unwise in
these evil days, so my ques-
tiontoyouis, “How are you
living?’ In Romans 8:1-17,
the Apostle Paul wrote about
how we areto live as Chris-
tians. Throughout this pas-
sage, Paul repeatedly wrote
that the distinction of atrue
believer is that they walk in
the Spirit and not in the
flesh. He says that is how
we know our faith is real,
but that leads us to another
question, “How do | know if
| am walking in the Spirit or
if I'mwalking in the flesh?’
To answer that question, as
with any question, we must
examine what Scripture
teaches us.

In simple terms, walking
(living) in the flesh ishaving
desires and actions that op-
pose God. Walking in the
flesh endaves us, leading us
into a destructive lifestyle
and ultimately into eternal
death. How do we know if
we are walking in the flesh?
Paul gave us a list of the
works of the flesh in Gala-
tians 5:19-21. “Now the
works of the flesh are ev-
ident, which are: adultery,
fornication, uncleanness,
lewdness, idolatry, sorcery,
hatred, contentions, jeal-
ousies, outbursts of wrath,
selfish ambitions, dissen-
sions, heresies, envy, mur-
ders, drunkenness, revelries,

and the like; of which | tell
you beforehand, just as |
also told you in time past,
that those who practice such
things will not inherit the
kingdom of God.”

Does this list describe
your life? If so, | want you
tolisten very carefully to the
last part of verse 21, “Those
who practice such things
will NOT inherit the king-
dom of God.”

Just ashe gaveusalist of
the works of the flesh, in
Galatians 5:22-26 Paul also
gives us alist of the fruit of
the Spirit. “But the fruit of
the Spiritislove, joy, peace,
longsuffering,  kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gen-
tleness, self-control. Against
such there is no law. And
those who are Christ’s have
crucified the flesh with its
passions and desires. If we
live in the Spirit, let us also
walk inthe Spirit. Let us not
become conceited, provok-
ing one another, envying
one another.”

That is a much different
list, isn't it? Paul said these
fruits are the evidence that
you are walking with the
Spirit, and Jesus said the
greatest of these, the one
that will really set usapartis
our love for one another. Do
you love the church, not the
buildings but the people?
How are you doing when it
comesto loving your fellow
brothers and sisters in
Christ? What about longsuf-
fering? Do you fly off the
handle over any little thing
or are you slow to anger?
Are you faithful to God and
in doing the things that
please Him? What about the
rest of these fruits? Thefact
is we are either practicing
the works of the flesh or
producing the fruits of the
Spirit. We are either walking
toward God or walking
away from Him, so as we
think about what the new
year may bring, the things
we want to change or make
better, 1 encourage you to
consider your life compared
to the evidence that Paul has
given us, and ask yourself,
“How am | living?’
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Newspapers For Students
Valley Tool Inc.

Cayce Washington of Valley Tool is proud to be a part of the NFS
program, realizing the importance of young people becoming aware
of their community news and activities. Our young people are the
very future of our community and need to be a strong part of the
very foundation of the community.

The NEWSPAPER FOR STUDENTS program provides newspapers
to the students as supplemental reading mate-rial. Newspapers re-
main one of the most multifaceted and effective educational re-
sources available for students. Each week during the school year
over 300 newspapers are mailed to the students in the 1st through
12th grades at the Coffeeville Schools.

News and information are like food for the brain.

Students tell us that this program seriously promotes reading skills,
plus helps establish a sense of civic identity-making our young

people aware of local eventsright here in Coffeeville and Yalobusha

County. It helpsto install a sense of community and place in youth,

shaping them as future citizens. Newspapers not only bring academ-

icsto life, they also deepen student learning by grounding it in real-
life experiences.
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