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I have little doubt that
we live in the most self-
centered time in human
history. If you do not be-
lieveit just consider much
of what people post on so-
cia media Itisasif there
isacompetition to seewho
can bring the most atten-
tion to themselves.

While we give the
younger generation a hard
time for such things, if we
are honest there is this
voice inside all of us that
sometimes shouts, "L ook
a me" When things
happen in life we ask,
“How does this or that af-
fect me? What does that
mean for me? What will
people think of me? How
is that fair to me? Why
doesthat good thing never
happen for me?’

That self-centered atti-
tude is too often prevalent
in our churches. The atti-
tude towards the church of
many peopleis, “I want it
my way. If you do not do
things the way | want, |
will just go somewhere
else, stop being involved,
or stop giving my money.”
Even among ministers we
sometimes find a puffed
up, look how great | am,
and it is all about me atti-
tude.

My point is this. We do
not like to admit it, but we
are all selfish, self-cen-
tered, and think too highly
of ourselves to some de-
gree. With that in mind, |
want to share part of John
the Baptist’s story with
you as consider the second
must of the Christian life.
The story isfound in John
3:22-30. Just so that there
is no confusion, John the
Baptist who we read about
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in this passage and the
Apostle John who wrote
this Gospel are not the same
people. | will also refer to
John the Baptist as John
TB.

If there was ever a man
who could boast, it was
John TB. Jesus said that of
al the men born of women
there was none greater than
him. Yet, we find that, de-
spite having a massive fol-
lowing of people, John TB
knew his purpose was not
to glorify or raise himself
up but to point people to
Jesus. In this passage John
tells us that Jesus had re-
turned to the Jordan river
some time after He was
baptized by John TB. Like
John TB, Jesus was attract-
ing alargefollowing of His
own, and not far from
where John TB is preaching
and baptizing people, Jesus
began to do the same. No
doubt many who had been
coming to see John TB
were now going to Jesus,
and some of John TB’sfol-
lowers were upset by this.
The probably thought,
“How dare this man come
and imitate John TB and try
to steal hisfollowers.”

They confront John TB
with the news as if he was
not aware of what was
going on, and in response
John TB makes a profound
statement. Speaking of
Jesus, John TB said, “He
must increase, but | must
decrease.” You see John re-
alized and understood two
important things about him-
self. He realized who he
was, and herealized who he
was not. John’s words that
day by the river would have
certainly left a lasting im-
pression on all who heard

them. When he was on the
verge of losing everything;
al his admirers, fame, and
recognition. Everyone was
|leaving him going to Jesus,
and John TB simply said,
“He must increase, and |
must decrease.” You see,
John, this great messenger
of God, taught us animpor-
tant lesson that day. He
taught usthat nothing in our
livesistoo great a sacrifice
to bring glory and honor to
Jesus, our Lord and Savior.
John said, “He must in-
crease, but | must de
crease.”

God does not exist to
make a big deal out of us.
We exist to make abig deal
out of Him, but too often
we get that backwards.

Imagine for a moment
that | am your tour guide
leading you through an art
museum, and as we come to
each masterpiece, | stand
not off to the side or behind
each painting but directly in
front of each one. When
those of you in the group
comment on how beautiful
the paintings are or how
great the artist was, | say,
"Thank you. | appreciate
your compliments. | did my
best."

You would think that
was ridiculous because |
did nothing. | am just the
tour guide. My purpose is
to lead people to the paint-
ings and let them see for
themselves the greatness of
the master artist.

Likewise, our purpose as
believers is to lead people
to the Jesus, our Lord and
Savior, so they can see for
themselves His greatness
and His glory. We must de-
crease and He must in-
crease.

TVI

Internet & Telephone Services

-

Schedule an
Installation

@ tvifiber.com

Our Services Include:

Unlimited Data 0 Symmetrical
Low Latency Speeds

No Contracts 0 Local Support
No Hidden Fees 24/7

Crystal Clear Q Future Proof:
Calling Built for Growth

300MBPS 1GIG

$59.95 $79.95

Business Services Also Available
The above benefits PLUS:

& Managed Wi-Fi & Static IPs

LITE PRO
ENTERPRISE

$399.95

The Coffeeville Courier, January 22, 2026 - 7

THANK YOU TO OUR PIRATE COVE SPONSORS

- 14259 Main Street « P.O. Box 607 ¢ =~
= Coffeeville, M's 38922-0607
—==Ph: (662)- 675-2446 Email: coffeewllecourler@gmallcom
b |
M NGUNG O 1

L

“The Coffeeville Courier.

FL

MAINTENANCE LLC

\ V 4

512-922-6592

Coffeeville Chamber

of Commerce

(662) 675-8385
coffeevillemschamber@gmail.com
14259 Main Street
Coffeeville, MS 38922

Tommy U. Reynolds
Attorney at Law

P.O. Box drawer 280 ¢ Charleston, Ms 38921 « Fax: (662) 647-2811

(662) 647-3203
thomasureynol ds@bel | south.net

Highway 7
Quick Stop / Marathon

18306 Highway 7 * 662-675-8548

Chevron Express
16927 Okahoma St. « 662-675-2363

L

“The Coffeeville Courier.

14259 Main Street « P.O. Box 607 ¢ — :
Coffeeville, M s 38922-0607

o

-«Ph: (662)- 675-2446 Email: coffeallllecourler@gmajlcom

—  Lroudly bringayg our NS ]
- a/'ea&z%@/zew&(ﬁﬁffé’

> (yea/'&/




