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Plant Recovery

By Felder Rushing

Hold on to your jasmine,
because in spite of the
frozen havoc in the north-
ern half of the state, not all
islost in this year’s cold-
ravaged Mississippi gar-
dens. Many of usareinthe
midst of areal disaster, and
will deal with it as best we
can, but there are hopeful
surprises already returning
to landscapes zapped by
woeful winter weather.

No question, crushingice
storms, tornadoes, and hur-
ricanes turn otherwise
healthy pines, oaks, tower-
ing crape myrtles, and nat-
urally brittle pecan trees
into ragged horticultural
revenants.

While consulting with
fellow arborists on what is
happening in the northern
half of the state, we under-
stand the losses, and the ef-
fort, expenses, and
emotions. And timeit takes
to recover.

But before getting into
dealing with the damage, a
calm bit of solid advice to
folks with devastated land-
scapes: Truthis, thereislit-
tle we need to do, at least
for now. Take stock, then a
few deep breaths, and
alow yourself and com-
munity time to work
through this. After clearing
enough to get you and
property safe, take a wait-
and-see approach, resist the
impulse to rush out and do
something; other than
emergency removals, there
iS no urgent reason to
prune broken trees and
shrubs.

Important tip: This ex-
perienced tree consultant,
along with fellow trained
arborists, urge you to not
grab at straws when it
comes to having profes-
sional tree work done,
especially if your home-
owner insurance may be
involved. Though busy, the
good guys - the ones who
can show you their re-

quired license and, cru-
cialy, insurance - can get
to you. But a sew of
poorly trained and unin-
sured fly-by-night truck
crews are already starting
to roam neighborhoods and
can end up costing you far
more than you might think
you are saving. Happens
all the time. Bottom line:

If they can't show you
proof of insurance, they
don’'t haveit.

That said, as we have
seen countless times after
wind and ice storms, even
severely damaged trees
which  we think are
doomed can survive for
many years, sprouting new
growth in the spring. At
most they may need abit of
cleaning up to remove
badly damaged stuff or
make smoother cuts that
heal faster, but there is no
rush on this. Getting past
immediate safety concerns,
broken trees and shrubs
can be pruned in the spring
or summer.

Worst of all, and what
horticulturists dread the
most, is how sudden deep
freezes kill the living, sap-
pumping, green tissue just
under the bark of some
plants, causing even older
stems and woody trunks to
split wide open. We see
this often with pittospo-
rum, Japanese maples,
sweet olive, star/confeder-
ate jasmine, and evergreen
azaleas. Check down low
for this, and, harsh as it
seems, prune below the
splits.

My advice for now is
simple: If you haven't al-
ready chopped dead-1ook-
ing stuff to smithereens,
don’t. At least not just yet.
Clean fdlen stuff and make
plans to remove, as best
you can, broken branches
this spring or summer.
Make neat rows and piles
which may become plant-
able areas.

CONSERVATION CORNER
The Friendship Oak

by JamesL. Cummins

There are many histori-
cal, fascinating thingsto see
and read about in the state of
Mississippi. There are those
that are well-known such as
the Elvis Presley Birthplace
and Museum, Beauvoir, St.
Mary Basilica, Eudora
Welty House and Garden,
and the Natchez Trace Park-
way. But there is a maybe
lessknown, but just asinter-
esting historical landmark
known as the Friendship
Oak, whichisanimpressive,
537-year-old southern live
oak (Quercusvirginiana) lo-
cated on the University of
South Mississippi’s Gulf
Park Campus in Long
Beach, Mississippi.

Dating back to 1487, and
officially named Friendship
Oak, this tree is considered
to betheoldest living treein
Mississippi. Over that time,
the Friendship Oak has sur-
vived severa severe hurri-
canes, including Hurricane
Camille and Hurricane Ka-
trina.

The Friendship Oak islo-
cated on the front lawn of
the university’s campus and
is identified by several in-
formative markers, such as

Create a trendy and con-
venient “ stumpery.” Where
possible, leave dead trees
aswildlife condo “snags.”

Meanwhile, in the next
three or four weeks go
ahead and prune roses, hy-
drangeas, figs, and other
summer blooming shrubs
like normal; remove brown
palm fronds. Then look for
silver linings - the beesthat
come out every mild winter
day and enjoy ever-cheery
(and cold hardy) daffodils,
painted arums, violets, and
even dandelions.

And remind yourself that
gardening is not just about
maintaining a static land-
scape; it is moving on
while  coaxing forth
brighter new days.

the one that speaks of the
massive size of thetree. The
average length of Friendship
Oak’s remarkable downward
sweeping limbs is 60 to 66
feet from the trunk which
has an unbelievable circum-
ference of nearly 20 feet!

Another of the signs ex-
plains the meaning behind
the Friendship Oak’s name,
suggesting that the name
came about because those
who enter the shade of its
brancheswill remain friends
for al their lives. Yet another
sign reveals what the oldest
tree in Mississippi would
say about her life if she
could talk:

| was a sapling when Co-
lumbus sailed into the Carib-
bean and was fully grown by
Napoleon’s reign. | am now
over five centuries old. |
have sheltered Indians, pi-
rates, and college students. |
am called Friendship Oak.
Those who enter my shadow
are supposed to remain
friendsthrough al their life-
time no matter where fate
may take them in after years.
There is not an alumna of
Gulf Park College who does
not possess, tucked away
somewhere among her keep-
sakes and treasure, atwig, a
leaf, or an acorn that came
out of my heart. The stairs
and platform allow metoin-
vite visitors into my
branches without disturbing
my leafage. Welcome
friends.

While Friendship Oak is
known as the oldest tree in
the state, the State of Missis-
sippi has many forestswhere
you can view oak trees and
other trees and native plants.
Some such viewing places
include Sky Lake Wildlife
Management Area, The Pet-
rified Forest, The Forests of
Mississippi’s Piney Woods,
and The Homochitto Na-
tional Forest. You can aso
drive down one of Missis-
sippi’s Tunnel of Trees such
as the one found on a coun-
try road, just off Interstate 20

YOUR VALENTINE!

Have You Checked In
With Your Heart Lately?

Heart disease is a leading cause of death around the world.
Prevention begins with heart-healthy lifestyle choices, but it's
also important to know your blood pressure, blood sugar and
cholesterol levels, and to talk with your doctor about any
cardiac disease risk factors or symptoms you may experience.

sebruar@ﬂeart Month

between Edwards and Bol-
ton, Mississippi, or the Oak
Alley Plantation, famousfor
its quarter-mile tunnel of
twenty-eight 200- to 250-
year-old oak trees.

Between the historical
significance, the welcoming
amosphere, and the majestic
beauty, Friendship Oak is
definitely worth avisit if you
ever find yourself in Long

Beach, Mississippi.
JamesL. Cumminsisex-
ecutive director of Wildlife
Mississippi, a non-profit,
conservation organization
founded to conserve, restore,
and enhance fish, wildlife,
and plant resources through-
out Mississippi. Their web
site is
www.wildlifemiss.org.
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330 Super Star
Special

Cu I'b Appeal Burger and Fries........ $8.99
Now Offering Club Sandwich and Fries.$10.99
5Wingsand Fries....... $8.99

10Wingsand Fries. ..... $15.99

Philly Steak and Fries. .. .$8.99

Jumbo CB and Fries. ... $12.99
14836 Hwy 330 (662) 675-8181
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Call -F.ur;-h Fr;é ﬁunil:.e.
J. Caleb Horton
662-417-3879 %

Newspapers For Students
BankFirst om0 o

BankFirst, formerly Mechanics Bank, has been serving Yalobusha County since 1892, when it got it's start in Water Valley. BankFirst is proud
to be apart in the NFS program, realizing the importance of young people becoming aware of their community news and activities. Our young
people are the very future of our community and need to be a strong part of the foundation of the community.

The NEWSPAPER IN EDUCATION program provides to the students as a supplemental reading material. Newspapers remain one of the
most multifaceted and effected educational resources availiable for students. Each week during the school year over 300 newspapers are mailed
to the students in the 1st grade through the 12th grades at the Coffeeville Schools. News and information are like food for the brain. Studentg
tell usthat this program seriously promotes reading skills, plus helps establish a sense of civic identity-making our young people aware of local
eventsright herein Coffeeville and Yalobusha County. It helpsto install asense of cmmunity and placein youth, shaping them asfuture citizens.
Newspapers not only bring acedemicsto life, they also depend student learning by grounding it in real-life experiences.
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First Choice
| nsurance
662-675-2655

Be A Sponsor Of
Newspaper For
Education

Be A Sponsor Of
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Education

Valley Toal, Inc.
662-473-3066

The Coffeeville
Courier
662-675-2446

BankFirst
Member FDIC
6662-473-1234
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