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Oakland News
By Linda Ross Aldy

As Oakland continues to
work toward “normal”
again after the Fern Ice
Storm of 2026, there are
signs of Spring in spite of
the ice. The tiny yellow
blossoms of the forsythia
are pushing out, the birds
seem extremely happy as
they dart through the yards,
and the days have started
warming up. Spring always
seemsto meamajor prom-
ise. If Heaven has a season,
I’m guessing it might ook
a lot like a full-blown
Southern springtime, with-
out the pollen!

News has come this
week that at least two of
our Oakland friends have
passed away. Kenneth
Harper Carvan, age 75,
passed away in the early
morning hours of Friday,
February 13, 2026, at his
daughter’s home in Oak-
land. We knew him as
Kenny. He graduated with
the Class of 1968, the last
senior class before our
school consolidated. He is
survived by his devoted
daughter, Suzanne Carvan
Thomas and her husband
David of Oakland; his son,
Brandon Carvan of Oak-
land; and his sister, Pat
Carvan McGregor of Enid.
He was also the proud
granddaddy of 8 grandchil-
dren and two great grand-
children.

Susan Caruthers
McCammon's  daughter
posted that her mom
slipped peacefully from
this world on Valentine's
Day evening “ after a stren-
uous battle with cancer
after losing Dad (Barry
McCammon) 2 years ago.
The last few days had
grown quieter and slower,
and today her body finally
rested. If you knew her,
you knew she was strong-

willed, sharp, funny, opin-
ionated, creative, and en-
tirely herself. She loved
antiques, peanut m&m'’s,
old movies, coffee, jour-
nals, nutty bars, crocheting,
and collecting beautiful
things. She was the keeper
of our family’s stories and
heirlooms. She did life her
way.” Susan and Barry
lived in asmall towninthe
Tennessee mountains.
Even though she was five
or six yearsyounger than |,
growing up inasmall town
and being in the same
school, the same church,
GA'’s, and other activities
meant we knew each other
in a solid way. She and
Barry married the same
year and in the same
church that Jamesand | did
and she never failed to
wish me a happy anniver-
sary. Her daughter just sent
me and some other Oak-
land friends a message
Susan had recorded for us
in December. She told us
we had been her circle
forever and asked us to
continue to grow. She
asked us not to forget her.
Susan, you will not be for-
gotten.

| believe there is much
magic in small towns be-
cause we do al know each
other in some capacity. The
recent ice storm showed
how important “com-
munity” is as so many
worked to see that all were
accounted for and all were
helped. My cousin Bradley
has recently moved to Oak-
land and has already ex-
perienced that special
feeling of Oakland. Wel-
come, Bradley, we are so
happy to have you here!
Bradley is my second
cousin, but we share the
same birthday, so there is
another magical thread be-

tween us. In the Ross
family, we are either cous-
ins or we're not. We rarely
stop to count what degree
of cousin we are. My
grandmother, Elise Hara-
way Ross, however, could
figure it up in a matter of
seconds. When | graduated
high school and was
headed to Northwest, she
told me to look up George
Coallins and informed me
that he was my eighth
cousin! Yes, | did find him
and introduced myself. He
had al so been instructed by
his grandfather to seek me
out, so he wasn’t surprised
to meet me.

A very pleasant Valentine
Day’s surprise was finding
that Oakland’s Erin Roach
and her fiance’ Betron
Hamill were featured in a
wonderful story in the Co-
lumbus (MS) Commercial
Dispatch. Love was the
theme, asis appropriate for
aengaged couple on Valen-
tine's Day. But, it was also
about their love of books
and writing. They are now
both published authors. His
first book is a fantasy and
she writes mysteries. Now
they are collaborating on a
fantasy novel set in an un-
derwater world. Erin has
numerous books on Ama-
zon. Sheis deputy director
of the Bob Tyler Fish
Hatchery at Enid Lake
whichispart of theMSDe-
partment of Wildlife, Fish-
eries, and Parks and a
wonderful asset to our area.

My “W” friend, Tatia
Long Kiser, has a wonder-
ful book review in the Feb.
15 edition of the Clarion
Ledger. | read ‘ The Corre-
spondent’” by Virginia
Evansinthefal of last year
and immediately rec-
ommended it to my
Mother, who is a world-
class correspondent! This
book got little notice when
it came out in April 2025,
but by the end of December
it wason the NY Times best
seller list due to word of
mouth. Tatia said that it hit

the No. 1 spot in January
and has been nominated for
multiple awards. The book
centers around a retired
law clerk who is an avid
letter writer. The lettersto
all manner of people, from
children to family
members to favorite au-
thors to random customer
service  representatives,
create the book. Tatia said
that “NPR has reported in-
creases in stationery sales
in bookstores and the ‘lost
art of letter writing’ is now
atrending topic.”
Alsotrending isour May
2 Yalo-Ribbon Festival in
Oakland featuring the

Erin Roach and Bertron Hamil

amazing Danica Hart,
formerly of Chapel Hart. If
you are vendor, you will
want to be a part of this. It
promisesto be abig event!
Contact Sue Donohue
Smith at execdir.oaklanda-
reachamber@gmail.com or
662-852-1110 to reserve
your space.

Now you have books to
read, letters to write,
people to remember, a date
to add to your calendar,
and Spring on the way. We
are halfway through the
Legidative Sessionand I'll
soon have time to putter in
the yard and write a few
letters myself.

> S il

The month of February is
amost over and the March
winds will begin.

| hope all of you ladies
received lots of chocolates
and you Imen received a
nice bouquet of flowers.

Love and sympathy to
the Janie Deck Macke
family of Glenn Allen, Mis-
souri. Janewas afirst cousin
to my husband, David.

Love and sympathy to
the Kenny Carvan family of
Enid, Mississippi. Kenny
passed away February 13,
2026. He had an awesome
sense of humor and back
when he was younger, he
was full of fun. | haven't
seen Kenny in many years,
but I'll always remember his
sweet smile and personality.

Love and sympathy to
the Susan Caruthers McC
Ammon family. Susan
passed away Saturday, Feb-
ruary 15, 2026.

Son, Logan Deck, of
Gluckstadt came Wednesday
on his way to Mark's for a
business meeting and
brought our lunch. We had a
short but nice visit.

We had a great weekend
says Debbie McCool. Left
for Alabama Saturday morn-
ing, Angela Dukeswas giv-
ing her daughter, Allison, a
baby shower at her housein
Theodore, Alabama. We
spent most of the day there
after arriving around 12
noon. Deborah said hey had
a wonderful time. Pat and
Angela had rented a beach
house on Dolphinisland and
we stayed the night with
them before heading home
Sunday morning.

Diane and Kathy Dukes,
Jake and Roseanne Rose and
boys, John Luke and Logan
were there too. Diane had a
beautiful beach house right
on the beach. Tommy and |
had a great time and Allison
really got lots of things for
our first great grand baby.

Doris Hoop had her 13th
surgery on her hip last week.
Doris| pray thiswill beyour
lucky 13th surgery and that
you will heal safe and fast.
Tell Barry, | said to wait on
you hand and foot.

Happy birthday to Peggy
Bailey and Doris Hoop on
the 17th, Ben Box the 18th,
my sweet friend, Mae Ellen
Marlow and Joy Tippit cele-
brates the 19th, Morgan
Newman and Daryl Burney
celebrate the 20th. Jonnie
Tillman, Bubba Tillman and
Ping Pong Paris celebrates
the 21st., Nicole Dukes the
22nd, Patty Lancaster the
23rd, Jonathan the 24th And
Deborah The 25th | pray you
al have ablessed day!

Recipefor the week:

“Crockpot Chicken Pot
Pie’

1/4 Cup Chicken Broth

2 or 3 Boneless Skinless
Chicken Breasts

2 cans cream of chicken
soup

1 Bag Frozen Mixed
Veggies

1/4 cup Sour Cream

Salt Pepper, Garlic Pow-
der and paprika

Season your chicken

Add chicken, chicken
broth, frozen veggies, cream
of chicken to your crock pot
and go on low for 3 or 4
hours.

Make sure the chicken is
done, shred it and put back
into the crockpot and mix in
the sourcream

Serve this over store
bought or home cooked bis-
cuits.

“Thought for theday...
..whatever you do, | dways
give 100% unless you're
giving blood .
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Who Is It?

Last week’s “Who Is It?’was Doyle Varner. Jean Sco-
bey correctly identified the “Who Is1t?". Please call the
Courier at 662-675-2446 before noon on Monday or call
and leave a message or text 662-458-8939.

Any erroneous reflection upon the character, standing or reputation of any person, firm, or corporation,

which may appear in THE COFFEEVILLE COURIER will be gladly corrected on being brought to the|

attention of your publisher. The Coffeeville Courier accepts letters, comments, or articles submitted for
publication by readers. Phone numbers and adresses must be included to verify authenticity although
they will not be published. We reserve the right to edit objectional portions of any contribution. The
Coffeeville Courier does not publish letters to the editor that are recieved unsigned. The publisher re-
serves theright to refuse any article, letter, or advertisement; in such an event, any advanced payment

POSTMASTER: Send adress corrections to P.O. Box 607, Coffeeville, Ms 38922.
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