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Looking Back 

For our readers who like to reminisce on news as 
 recorded in The Coffeeville Courier of the years gone by

90 YEARS AGO 
March 20, 1936 

Mr. R. C. Simpson, 57, of south of 
Schoona, died Wednesday evening after an 
illness of many months. 

Irvin Edward Griffin, 72, died at the 
home of his nephew, Van B. Griffin, here in 
Coffeeville, March 15, after a brief illness.  

Mrs. Kate Duerett Hawkins, 79, died at 
her home last Friday afternoon after a long 
illness. She was buried in the New Hope 
Cemetery. 

Mr. and Mrs. R. C. (Clete) Gore of a few 
miles east, are the parents of a boy born 
Monday morning, their first child. 

John Sayle Floyd, who had a good posi-
tion with a hardware company in Memphis, 
visited homefolks over the weekend and at-
tended church here.   

85 YEARS AGO 
March 21, 1941 

A. J. Cost, 82, died Tuesday at his home 
north of Pine Valley after a long illness. 

Miss Geneva Hunter, high school senior, 
was married to Mr. Hubert Muirhead of 
Vaiden March 18th. 

Mrs. Mary Frances Sherman died at the 
home of her son, Rev. J. H. Sherman, near 
town, last Saturday afternoon after an illness 
of several months. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Bill Martin, west of 
town, March 12, a girl named Patsy Lou. 

80 YEARS AGO 
March 22, 1946 

 Funeral services were held at Elam Sun-
day afternoon for Robert Leonard Simpson, 
83, who died of a heart attack at his home 
south of Schoona Thursday morning. 

Mr. L. J. Pharr moved his family to a 
place near Meridian this week from his 
home in Airmount because of the lack of 
passable roads. He rented the Airmount farm 
to Mrs. Jesse Summers’ son-in-law, Howard 
Williams. 

Marshall Langham and Miss Earline 
Scrivner, were married March 3. Mr. Lang-
ham owns and operates the farm known as 
the Will Brower place, east of town. 

Little Mary Anne Pipkin was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. James Robert Pipkin in the Gre-
nada Hospital last Friday. 

65 YEARS AGO 
March 16, 1961 

Sunday night between 12:00 and 1:00 
o’clock most everybody in this community 
was awakened by the storm which came near 
being of tornado force. 

Funeral services will be held Thursday 
afternoon for Mrs. E. F. King, 87, who died 
Tuesday at her home in Egypt, after a 

lengthy illness. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Morgan, of Lime-

stone, Maine, arrived Tuesday for their first 
visit with their parents, Mr. and Mrs. Bed-
ford McCullar and Mr. and Mrs. Kermit 
Morgan, in two years. 

The honor list for the first six week 
period of the second semester at NWJC con-
tains the names of Betsy McCormack on the 
President’s List and Rosemary Helm on the 
Dean’s List. 

45 YEARS AGO 
March 12, 1981 

   Darrell Briscoe of Scobey was reelected 
trustee of the Coffeeville Consolidated 
Scholl District by a vote of 103 to 89 for his 
opponent, Ben Loyd Gary, in an election 
held last Saturday afternoon at the school 
cafeteria. 

Jerry Denley, a student of Yalobusha 
Academy, served as a Page in the Missis-
sippi State Senate during the week of Feb-
ruary 9. 

40 YEARS AGO 
March 13, 1986 

 Miss Shelia Marie Byford, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Byford, became the 
bride of Mr. William Dean Benoist, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. B. D. Benoist, at Emmanuel 
Baptist Church, in Grenada on the evening 
of February 21. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gale D. Harbour announce 
the approaching marriage of their daughter, 
Miss Lisa Marie Harbour, to Jimmy Dean 
Byford, son of Mr. and Mrs. James Byford. 
The wedding will be solemnized March 29 
at Elam Baptist Church. 

Funeral services for Annie Elizabeth 
“Beth” Criss were held Friday, March 7, at 
the Coffeeville First Baptist Church. Mrs. 
Hodges, 91, died Wednesday, March 5, at 
Methodist Hospital in Memphis. 

The Board of Trustees of the Coffeeville 
Public Library welcomed a new member to 
their regular meeting Monday, March 3. 
Mrs. James B. Wright was recently elected 
to replace outgoing board member, Miss 
Marie Womack.

Obituary

Thank You 
The family of the late Ethel Steen Horton would 

like to share our sincere appreciation for Baptist Me-
morial Hospital - North Mississippi and Oxford Health 
and Rehab for the kindness and compassionate care 
they showed our beloved wife and mother during her 
time with them. 

We are also deeply grateful to our family, friends, 
neighbors, and the entire community for the overwhel-
ming love and support you have shown us. Your 
prayers, comforting words, thoughtful meals, and gen-
erous donations have meant more to us than we can 
express. 

May God richly bless each of you as we learn to 
move forward and adjust to life without the precious 
presence of Ethel in our daily lives.

Thank You 
I would love to personally thank all of the workers 

who came to our rescue during the ice storm, and all 
of the outside workers who came to help us. God Bless 
you. We realize that some were impatient, but you all 
handled it with grace and we do appreciate it.  

Again thank each and every one of you and may 
God richly bless you. 

Susie Smith

Thank You 
I would like to thank everybody that came out and 

helped me with the clean up on my property. These 
God givted people came in my time of disaster to help 
in my time of need. And I appreciate everything they 
did. So I would like ot say thank you, thank you to 
Chick With A Chainsaw, South Carolina Disaster Re-
sponse Team, Mack and Ann Roby, Carlos Booker, 
and Marvin Horton. May God Bless You All. 

Cassandra Jackson adn Louis Roby

Stanley (Stan) Albert 
Gardner, 66, of Memphis 
TN passed away Wednesday 
February 11, 2026 at Jack-
son - Madison county gen-
eral hospital in Jackson TN 
after a lengthy illness. Sur-
rounded by his children. He 
was born September 
29,1959 to Albert D and Si-
mone Marie Racine Gardner  

He was a construction 
worker until his health de-
clined. He was an avid 
NASCAR fan with his fa-
vorite saying being "I'll see 
you in Talladega" . He was 
also a big fan of the Ala-
bama crimson tide football 
program. As well as an avid 
fisherman  

He is survived by his 
children, 2 daughters Nicole 
(Dustin) Golden of Grenada 
MS and Hikira Caine of Tus-
caloosa Alabama. 1 son 
Marshall Gardner of Gre-
nada MS, 1 sister Mary 
Wells of Corpus Christi TX 
1 brother Bobby Thompkins 
of Okalona MS and 2 special 
nieces Lisa Flores of Corpus 
Christi TX and Melissa 
Wells Smith of byhalia MS. 
5 grandchildren and 2 great 
grandsons .Along with many 
more family and friends  

He was proceeded in 
death by his parents Albert 
and Simone Gardner and 1 
sister Joann Black.  

There will be a celebra-
tion of life service planned at 
a later date.  

Mid South Mortuary 
service is in charge of his 
wishes. In lieu of any 
flowers or donations can be 
made to the mortuary (Bryan 
Burnett)

Stanley (Stan)  
Albert Gardner

Green Goshen Church  
Announcement

The Green Goshen 
C.M.E. Church family of 
Water Valley, MS , cordially 
invites every Pastor and 
church member to be our 
honored guests at our An-
nual Birthday Tea Program. 
Join us for a fun fellowship 
and worship on Sunday, 
March 15, 2026. 

Our day begins with:  
*Sunday School 10:00 

am 
*Followed by our Morn-

ing Worship Service at 11:00 
am. 

A delicious lunch will be 
served immediately follow-
ing morning service. 

The Birthday Tea Pro-
gram will begin promptly at 
2:00 pm. The message will 
be delivered by Evangelist 
Pamela Pomlee along with 
her Church family of Pine 
Grove West of Oakland, MS. 

We are truly looking for-
ward to worshiping with you 
and celebrating on this spe-
cial occasion. Your presence 
would mean so much to us. 

Thanking you in ad-
vance, 

Rev. Cristy Rubbin-Fuzz, 
Pastor  

Bro. Wilton Kimble, 
Sponsor
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Library News 
By Patty Bailey In Yalobusha County By Pamela Redwine 

MSU-ES Extension County Coordinator - Yalobusha County

Living Well 

= 0 0 8 1 - 0 0 0 4 -
7c5f85567e154c4ba4187ed
d22ae59c3   or you can pay 
in office with a check made 
out to MSU Extension. 
Please select design when 
you register.  Space is lim-
ited.  Must pay to reserve 
your spot. 

Dining with Diabetes 
Series will be offered in 
April on Wednesday, 
April 8, 15, 22 and 29th.  
The program is designed 
for people with diabetes and 
their caregivers. The series 
includes diabetes education, 
cooking demonstrations, 
and tasting healthy foods. 
After each lesson partici-
pants will take home reci-
pes and knowledge about 
ho to manage diabetes in 
their daily lives.  The pro-
gram is free and open to the 
public thanks to our spon-
sors Mt. Moriah Baptist As-
sociation and Mississippi 
State University Extension.  
The class will be taught by 
Pamela Redwine, FHW 
agent Yalobusha County 
and Ontenncia Boclear, 
FHW agent Grenada 
County.  The class will be 
held at the Extension office, 
located inside the Multi-
Purpose Building in Cof-
feeville.  The class is free, 
but space is limited.  Please 
register online at: 
https://reg.extension.msstat
e.edu/reg/event_page.aspx?
e k = 0 0 8 1 - 0 0 0 4 -
927d48d164784098a1b1b1
676bbe861d       or fill out a 
registration form and send 
to the Yalobusha county Ex-
tension office.  

Mississippi State Uni-
versity is an equal opportu-
nity institution. 
Discrimination is prohib-
ited in university employ-
ment, programs, or 
activities based on race, 
color, ethnicity, sex, preg-
nancy, religion, national 
origin, disability, age, sex-

We had another great 
Cooking Matters class last 
week on Wednesday at 
Water Valley Housing Au-
thority.  During our 3rd ses-
sion we talked a lot about the 
negative impact on our 
bodies of eating conven-
ience foods and eating away 
from home.  We talked about 
healthier versions of popular 
convenience foods and dis-
cussed the difference in 
healthy and unhealthy fats 
and ways to make healthier 
protein and dairy choices.  
We also made two more de-
licious recipes baked flake 
chicken and oven baked 
sweet potato planks.  The 
participants received a bi-
metallic food thermometer 
and a kitchen magnet with 
minimum internal cooking 
temperatures on it.  This has 
been such a fun class, and I 
look forward to it each 
week.  

Extension Programs this 
week: 

Wednesday, March 4- 
Healthy You Exercise class 
will meet at 9 a.m. at the Ex-
tension office.  Wear cool, 
comfortable clothes, sup-
portive shoes and bring 
water to drink.  

Thursday, March 4- 
Congressional Awards Vir-
tual 4-H Club  at 5 p.m.  
Contact the Extension office 
for more information.  

Friday, March 6 - 
Healthy You Exercise class 
will meet at 9 a.m. at the Ex-
tension office.  Wear cool, 
comfortable clothes, sup-
portive shoes and bring 
water to drink.  

Wednesday, March 11- 
Healthy You Exercise class 
will meet at 9 a.m. at the Ex-
tension office.  Wear cool, 
comfortable clothes, sup-
portive shoes and bring 
water to drink. 

Wednesday, March 11- 
Create Club MHV will 
meet at 9 a.m. at the Exten-
sion office.  The program 

will be fleece pillows with 
ties.  The program leader is 
Mary Fuqay and all supplies 
will be provided for $6.  
Space is limited, please con-
tact the Extension office by 
Monday, March 9th to re-
serve your spot. 

Friday, March 13 - 
Healthy You Exercise class 
will meet at 9 a.m. at the Ex-
tension office.  Wear cool, 
comfortable clothes, sup-
portive shoes and bring 
water to drink. 

Saturday, March 21  
Community Yard Sale – 
sponsored by Yalobusha 
County 4-H 

We had originally 
planned to have our 4-H 
sponsored Community Yard 
Sale on Saturday, March 7th.  
However, we are not sure 
that the arena will be avail-
able at that time, because it 
is still being utilized for ice 
storm emergency manage-
ment and distribution.  We 
have rescheduled the yard 
sale for Saturday, March 
21, 2026 from 7 a.m. until 
noon.  We apologize for the 
inconvenience of the date 
change, but it truly could not 
be helped.  Here are some 
details to help you plan and 
we hope you will participate 
– either by having a booth, 
donating items to the 4-H 
booth or shopping the day of 
the sale.  

Attention Yard Sale 
Sellers: Yard booth space is 
available to rent.  A 12x12 
booth space is available for 
$25.00.  The deadline to pay 
and reserve your booth is 
Friday, March 13th.  The 
space will be located inside 
the Yalobusha County Multi-
Purpose Building on a 
packed arena (dirt) floor.  No 
tables or chairs will be pro-
vided. You must bring your 
own. No electrical outlets 
are available. Concession 
stand sponsored by Yalobu-
sha County 4-H will be 
available (no other food 

items can be sold without 
permission from Yalobusha 
county 4-H).  Last year we 
had a great turnout of about 
24 different sellers and lots 
of shoppers from all over the 
state. Set up will be allowed 
on Friday, March 20th from 
9 a.m. until 7 p.m. (will be 
able to drive up to space to 
drop off items).  Saturday no 
vehicles will be allowed in 
the arena until the end of the 
sale. 

Yard Sale Donations: 
The Yalobusha County 4-H 
will be accepting donated 
items to sell at their yard sale 
table.  Donations will be ac-
cepted Thursday, March 12th 
– Tuesday, March 17th at the 
Yalobusha County Multi-
Purpose Building (weekdays 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.).  
Sorry, but we cannot accept 
clothing items.  All proceeds 
will go to the Yalobusha 
County General 4-H fund to 
sponsor 4-H activities in Ya-
lobusha county.  Yalobusha 
county 4-H reserves the right 
to dispose of leftover items. 

Yard Sale Shoppers: 
Mark your calendars and 
make plans to attend the 
Community wide yard sale 
sponsored by the Yalobusha 
county 4-H on Saturday, 
March 21st.  Doors will open 
at 7 a.m.    Last year we had 
24 vendors with lots of great 
treasures and deals.  Plan on 
grabbing breakfast at the 4-H 
Concession stand. There will 
be sausage and biscuits, do-
nuts, coffee, juice and more. 

Thursday, March 26 – 
March FCS After 5 – 
Spring Canvas Painting 
Workshop- Thursday, 
March 26th. The cost is $40.  
A meal will be served at 5:30 
p.m. and Painting will begin 
at 6 p.m.  Class will be led by 
Mindy and Annisa from 
Coddiwomple Designs. De-
signs and a link to register 
can be found at: 
https://reg.extension.msstate.
edu/reg/event_page.aspx?ek

Happy Birthday, Dr. Seuss 
March 5 at  
Coffeeville 

   Celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birth-
day with us at Coffeeville 
Public Library on Thursday, 
March 6, at 4:30 PM.  We 
will have a Read-A-Thon 
with guest readers and birth-
day cake!  
   All ages are welcome to at-
tend this free program!        

Spring Break @ Your  
Library March 9-13  

   We invite children and 
families to visit Coffeeville 
or Oakland Public Library 
during Spring Break March 
9-13.  We will have exciting 
spring crafts, tons of new 
books, board games, puzzles, 
and STEM activities ready 
for kids or the whole family 
to enjoy.   

Library Board Meets 
March 20 at Oakland 

   The Administrative Board 
of the Yalobusha County 
Public Library System will 
meet Friday, March 20, at 
9:00 AM, at Oakland Public 
Library.  Library board meet-
ings are open to the public in 
compliance with state law.  
  Any person wishing to be 
on the meeting agenda must 
contact the director no later 
than Monday, March 16, by 
email info@yalobusha. 
lib.ms.us  or phone (662) 
675-8822.           

March into Spring 
  New March calendars of li-
brary events and programs 
may be picked up at either li-
brary or viewed on our Face-
book page.  We will have 
new Spring Grab & Go bags 
ready by March 6.  Please 
join us at Coffeeville or Oak-
land Public Library for spring 
activities and programs. 

Read for the Record Day 
at CES    

   Friends Pres. Debbie 
Brooks and Director Patty 
Bailey visited Coffeeville 
Elementary School on Thurs-
day, Feb. 26, to celebrate 
Jumpstart Read for the 
Record Day.  They read this 
year’s featured book, See 

Marcus Grow by Marcus 
Bridgewater, to nearly 80 stu-
dents and teachers in grades 
K – 2. 
     Feb. 26, 2026, was the 
twentieth anniversary of 
Read for the Record Day, and 
we were excited to partici-
pate in the annual count of 
those who joined together to 
“read for the record” this 
year.     

Winter Reading  
Challenge Winners     

   Yalobusha County Public 
Library System sponsored a 
Winter Reading Challenge 
which was open to all ages.  
Prize winners were drawn in 
both libraries March 2.   
Grand prize winner of a $50 
gift card provided by Friends 
of the Library in the Winter 
Reading Challenge at Cof-
feeville Public Library is  
Zoey Dubock. Winners of 
books or DVDs at Coffeev-
ille were Mary Dawn Pee-
ples, Joselyn Flager, Anna 
Sykes, and Jaquarious Nason.  
  At Oakland Public Library, 
the Grand Prize Winner of a 
$50 gift card provided by 
Friends of the Library is Mar-
tha Hall. Winners of DVDs 
were Holley Chandler, Joy 
Mullen, and Hanry Chandler.    
 Congratulations to all 
winners, and thanks for tak-
ing part in the 2026 Winter 
Reading Challenge.  Thanks 
to the Friends of the Library 
for providing our grand 
prizes!      

Children’s Books from 
Pilcrow Foundation Grant 
   Coffeeville Public Library 
recently received a shipment 
of over 100 new books for 
children and youth from the 
Pilcrow Foundation!  The li-
brary was awarded a Pilcrow 
Grant a few months ago.  
Friends of the Coffeeville Li-
brary provided the $400 grant 
match, and the Pilcrow Foun-
dation supplied $800. With 
these funds and some other 
donations, the library re-
ceived over 100 brand new 
books which will be on our 
shelves soon.


