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Chapter 3 of the Book 
of Esther begins with the 
words, “After these 
things.”  These things are 
the events recorded in Es-
ther 2:21-23 which tell us 
two of the king’s eunuchs 
were plotting to kill him. 
We are not told what 
caused the eunuchs to be-
come so upset with the 
king that they wished him 
dead. Perhaps they dis-
agreed with his choice of 
a queen, or maybe after 
the Greeks defeated the 
king’s army twice in short 
order, they questioned his 
leadership.  Whatever the 
reason, they became so 
upset with the king they 
made plans to kill him.   

Their problem was 
they were not discreet 
with their plans.  Morde-
cai overheard the eu-
nuch’s plan and reported it 
to Esther.  She in turn told 
King Ahasuerus.  An in-
vestigation was conducted 
that revealed the plot 
wwas real, and the men 
were dealt with. As was 
customary in those days, 
an account of what Mor-
decai had done to save the 
king was recorded in the 
chronicles of the king 
which were a written ac-
count of the significant 
events that happened dur-
ing a king’s reign.  

Mordecai had saved 
the king’s life, and we 
would expect him to be 
rewarded, but as we all 
know, things do not al-
ways work out like we ex-
pect them to.   

If anyone deserved to 
be promoted for his loy-
alty to the king, most of us 
would say it was Morde-

cai, but out of nowhere the 
king promoted Haman. For 
Haman to be promoted to 
such a high position, sec-
ond only to the king in all 
the kingdom, seems to 
makes no sense. 

All of us can relate to 
how Mordecai must have 
felt because at times we 
have all had to endure the 
unfairness of life and know 
how much it hurts. Morde-
cai saved the king’s life, 
and some other guy, gets a 
promotion. However, that 
was not the worst of it. To 
top it off, the king ordered 
all the other servants, in-
cluding Mordecai, to show 
honor and submission to 
Haman by bowing whe-
never he passed by them. 
We do not know how Mor-
decai reacted to not being 
rewarded for saving the 
king but bowing to Haman 
was too much. Mordecai 
refused to obey the king’s 
order to bow to Haman.   

Many have made specu-
lations as to why Mordecai 
refused to bow to Haman. 
Some say Mordecai re-
fused to bow because it 
would be breaking God’s 
command to not worship 
any other god, but we have 
no record of Mordecai ever 
refusing to bow before the 
king. Also, other great Jew-
ish leaders like Abraham 
and David bowed before 
men.  Some say Mordecai 
was simply acting out in 
jealousy and spite, but 
there is no indication of 
that in the text.  In fact, the 
details given in the text 
make it clear why Modecai 
would not bow to Haman. 
When answering the king’s 
servants Mordecai justified 
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his actions by simply say-
ing he was a Jew. Chapter 
3 also tells us Haman was 
an Agagite which means he 
was a descendant of the 
Amalekite king, Agag.   

Because the Amalekites 
had attacked the Jews in-
stead of helping them when 
they came out of Egypt, 
God had cursed the Amale-
kites and declared they 
would always be enemies 
of the Jews. The Jews were 
to have nothing to do with 
the Amalekites, especially 
not submit to them or give 
them honor. Mordecai 
could not bring himself to 
disobey God by bowing to 
Haman.   

Apparently, Mordecai 
explained this to the other 
servants who tried to con-
vince him to bow to 
Haman. The servants, pos-
sibly fearing they would be 
punushed if they did not 
say something, tell Haman 
about Mordecai’s defiance.  

I can picture Haman 
coming through the king’s 
gate.  He is a proud man 
declared by the king as the 
second most powerful and 
prominent man in the king-
dom. He is sitting on his 
own throne of sorts elabo-
rately adorned and being 
carried by four strong men; 
towering above the crowd 
and surrounded by a parade 
of servants. Normally, he 
does not even give others 
the dignity of looking at 
them, but today he is look-
ing through the crowd for a 
man named Mordecai, the 
defiant Jew. 

Sure enough, all those 
around him fall on their 
face in his presence except 
one. As he looks out over 
the crowd, Haman sees 
Mordecai standing defi-
antly. How dare someone 
mock the great Haman by 
not bowing before him? At 
least in 

Haman’s eyes this be-
gins a power struggle be-
tween these two men, and 
he was determined to show 
Mordecai who was the 
(Cont’d. on page 14)
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See  
Answers 

On Page 13

Read For The Record Day at CES

Debbie Brooks and 
Patty Bailey read 

the book See  
Marcus Grow to 
grades K – 2 at 

CES on “Read for 
the Record” Day 

February 26.  They 
joined millions of 
others who read 

the book all across 
the nation. 


