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The transformation that 
takes place in one’s heart 
when they receive salvation 
through faith in Jesus is the 
single greatest thing that we 
get to be a part of as the 
Church. Not surprisingly, 
the Apostle Paul had a lot to 
say about the transfor-
mation that takes place in 
the life of a believer.  Al-
most every letter he wrote 
speaks of this transfor-
mation. To the church at 
Rome the Apostle Paul 
wrote in Romans 12:1-2, “I 
beseech you therefore, bre-
thren, by the mercies of 
God, that you present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable to God, 
which is your reasonable 
service. And do not be con-
formed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renew-
ing of your mind, that you 
may prove what is that 
good and acceptable and 
perfect will of God.” To the 
church at Corinth he wrote 
in 2 Corinthians 5:17, 
“Therefore, if anyone is in 

Christ, he is a new creation; 
old things have passed away; 
behold, all things have be-
come new.” To the church at 
Galatia he wrote in Galatians 
2:20, “I have been crucified 
with Christ; it is no longer I 
who live, but Christ lives in 
me; and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by faith 
in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave Himself for 
me.” To the church at Ephe-
sus he wrote in Ephesians 
4:22-24, “Put off, concerning 
your former conduct, the old 
man which grows corrupt ac-
cording to the deceitful lusts, 
and be renewed in the spirit 
of your mind, and that you 
put on the new man which 
was created according to 
God, in true righteousness 
and holiness.” To the Church 
at Philippi he wrote in Phi-
lippians 3:13-14, “Brethren, 
I do not count myself to have 
apprehended; but one thing I 
do, forgetting those things 
which are behind and reach-
ing forward to those things 
which are ahead, I press to-
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ward the goal for the prize of 
the upward call of God in 
Christ Jesus.” To the church at 
Colossae he wrote in Colos-
sians 2:11-12, “In Him you 
were also circumcised with the 
circumcision made without 
hands, by putting off the body 
of the sins of the flesh, by the 
circumcision of Christ, buried 
with Him in baptism, in which 
you also were raised with Him 
through faith in the working of 
God, who raised Him from the 
dead.” 

There are many other 
verses that speak about the 
transformation that takes place 
in our lives when we accept 
Jesus as our Savior. In fact, 
over 170 times in his writings 
the Apostle Paul used the 
words, “In Christ” to describe 
who we are as believers. These 
verses speak about the change 
that takes place in our hearts, 
but the problem is most of us 
are visual. We want to see ev-
idence of the change. Show us 
something that is proof of your 
transformation in Christ.   That 
is why the Apostle Paul and 
other New Testament authors 
also wrote a lot about living a 
life worthy of the calling of 
Christ.  In other words, if you 
say you believe in Jesus, the 
way you live your life should 
prove your faith. I also believe 
part of the reason that Jesus 
left us with the command for 
believers to be baptized is be-
cause baptism is a wonderful 
public profession and demon-
stration of the transformation 
we have experienced as be-
lievers. Baptism is proclaim-
ing that all the Apostle Paul 
wrote about being transformed 
through faith in Jesus is true 
about us. Baptism shouts 
louder than any voice, pro-
claiming that the old you has 
passed away, and the things of 
your past have been forgiven 
and forgotten. You are a new 
creation, no longer conformed 
to this world but transformed 
by Jesus Christ. Baptism is a 
definitive proclamation to the 
world that, "From this day for-
ward, I stand with Jesus." The 
question is, “Where do you 
stand?”
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