
12 - The Coffeeville Courier, May 7, 2026

His name might not have been the inspiration for America’s capital city, a state in 
the Pacific Northwest or countless locales across the nation, but Thomas Paine was 
a hugely influential figure in the formation of the United States. Born in England 
in 1737, Paine moved to Philadelphia in the early 1770s and soon wrote the pam-
phlet, Common Sense. According to the Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association, Paine 
argued against the British colonial system, asserting it was rooted in tyranny di-
rected by the aristocracy and monarchy. That assessment led Paine to contend the 
colonies should sever their ties to England and establish a democratic government. 
The success of Paine’s work is due to various factors, including his writing style, 
which was clear and simple and thus digestible to the masses, a reader-friendly 
tone that many historians have noted helped to generate enthusiasm for the notion 
that the colonies should break apart from the British Empire. 

Thomas Paine As residents of the United States of America celebrate the 
nation’s two hundred and fiftieth anniversary, some might 
be curious where the “America” portion of the country’s 
name comes from. According to the Library of Congress, 
America is named after Italian explorer Amerigo Vespucci. 
The LOC contends that Vespucci was the first to suggest 
that the lands Christopher Columbus sailed to in 1492 
were part of a separate continent. German mapmaker Mar-
tin Waldseemüller honored Vespucci’s assertion in 1507, 
when he created a notable map that was the first to depict 
the lands as a separate continent, naming the area “Amer-
ica,” which is a Latinized version of “Amerigo.” That map 
is now part of the cartographic collections at the LOC, and 
is sometimes referred to as “America’s Birth Certificate.”
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