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against the Jews” (Es-
ther 8:3-6). Again, King 
Ahasuerus heard the pleas 
of his queen (Esther 8:7-
17). 

As the holder of the 
king’s signet ring, Morde-
cai was responsible for any 
official action, so the king 
told Esther and Mordecai 
to draft a new decree as 
they saw fit that would 
save the Jews, but there 
was another major problem 
to overcome. Haman’s de-
cree was sent to all 127 
provinces of the kingdom. 
Esther and Mordecai were 
pressed for time to get their 
new decree out to every-
one. The day of death for 
the Jews, the 13th day of 
the 12th month, was fast 
approaching, so the Bible 
tells us in verse 14 that the 
king’s servants who went 
out to deliver the message 
were, “hastened and 

pressed on by the king’s 
command.” 

In closing, I want us to 
consider those words, 
“Hastened and pressed on 
by the king’s command.” 
The Jews had a death sen-
tence hanging over their 
heads, but the king had in-
terceded on their behalf. A 
means of salvation had 
been provided, but people 
would never know it unless 
someone told them the 
good news. The content of 
the message was too im-
portant for delay or dis-
regard. The king’s decree 
was of the utmost impor-
tance and getting that mes-
sage out was the priority of 
the kingdom. If the king’s 
messengers failed, the 
Jews were doomed, so the 
king’s messengers were, 
“hastened and pressed on 
by the king’s command.” 

Church, we must under-
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Anyone having any questions concerning this no-
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623-5005.

stand that we are about the 
King’s business. Jesus, the 
King of King and Lord of 
Lords, commanded us, 
“Go into all the world and 
preach the gospel.” “Go 
make disciples, baptizing 
them in the name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.” “Repentance and 
remission of sin should be 
preached in His name 
among all nations.” “As 
the Father sent me; I am 
sending you.” 

Like the Jews in our 
passage, people today 
without Jesus are doomed 
with no hope of a future. 
Therefore, we must deliver 
the message of the gospel. 
The eternal lives of our 
families, friends, neigh-
bors, acquaintances, and 
even the strangers we meet 
depends on it. The decree 
has been given. Time is 
running out. We must be 
hastened and pressed on by 
the King’s command.

CONSERVATION CORNER 
American Wetlands Month 

by James L. Cummins 

May is the month to rec-
ognize and celebrate the 
wonderful ways wetlands 
enrich the environment and 
people. It is time to give 
back to the environment by 
learning more about wet-
lands and participating in the 
many scheduled events. 
Wildlife Mississippi is proud 
to join with other federal, 
state, and private partners 
celebrating American Wet-
lands Month each May. This 
year we are proud to cele-
brate the National Wetlands 
Inventory (NWI) Program’s 
50th Anniversary. For the 
past 50 years, NWI has led 
the collection of scientific 
information necessary to 
strategically manage Amer-
ica’s wetland habitats and 
their associated ecosystem 
benefits–from detailed wet-
land maps to information on 
how wetlands are changing. 

Events are scheduled across 
the country to educate, in-
volve, and engage Ameri-
cans who want to better 
understand the value of one 
of Earth’s vital ecosystems. 

Wetlands are among the 
most valuable but least un-
derstood of natural re-
sources. They provide rich 
habitats for wildlife. They 
are places in which many 
animals and birds build nests 
and raise their young. Mi-
grating birds, such as water-
fowl, stopover in wetlands to 
rest and to feed. We cele-
brate wetlands each May 
when they are teeming with 
new animal and plant life. 
Wetlands benefit our com-
munities as well. They re-
plenish and clean drinking 
water supplies and reduce 
flood risks, provide recre-
ational opportunities and 
aesthetic benefits. They 

serve as sites for scientific 
research and education, and 
benefit Mississippi’s vast 
seafood industry. 

Wetlands are the link be-
tween land and water, where 
the flow of water, the cy-
cling of nutrients, and the 
energy of the sun meet to 
produce a unique ecosystem 
characterized by hydrology, 
special soils, and vegetation. 
Wetlands provide numerous 
benefits, including habitat 
for flora and fauna, im-
proved water quality, flood 
abatement, water storage 
and groundwater recharge, 
reduced erosion, support of 
fisheries, and opportunities 
for education and recreation. 
Wetlands may not be wet 
year-round. In fact, some of 
the most important wetlands 
are seasonally dry transition 
zones. 

Unfortunately, wetlands 
have been misunderstood for 
many years, often viewed as 
wastelands to be drained and 
converted to other uses. But 
if wetlands disappear, water 
will not be as clean, fish and 

bird populations will suffer, 
and the frequency and sev-
erity of floods will increase. 
Americans have begun to 
recognize the value of wet-
lands, and the rate of loss 
has declined dramatically 
over the last 30 years. It is 
important that we continue 
to stop the loss of wetlands 
and begin to achieve a net 
gain through better manage-
ment and restoration. 

Many communities are 
now exploring how to best 
protect their existing wet-
land resources and restore 
some of the thousands of 
acres that have been lost or 
degraded. And many of the 
ones that do are seeing a re-
duction in flood insurance 
rates. Active citizens are 
working to protect this criti-
cal feature of the environ-
ment for future generations. 

Learn how you can help 
by discovering more about 
wetlands and participating in 
events celebrating American 
Wetlands Month. 

James L. Cummins is ex-
ecutive director of Wildlife 

Mississippi, a non-profit, 
conservation organization 
founded to conserve, restore, 
and enhance fish, wildlife, 
and plant resources through-
out Mississippi. Their web 
site is 
www.wildlifemiss.org. 


