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Oakland News

By Linda Ross Aldy

We hope you will join us
in Oakland on Memorial
Day at noon at the James
Riley Swearengen Walking
Track and Park as our Oak-
land Area Lions Club kicks
off our America250 Missis-
sippi grant with a memory
walk recognizing those who
have died during military
service. Cassaundra Pipkin
and the Oakland Area Lions
have put together a simple,
respectful, and beautiful
service which will include
current and retired military
members. All who have
family or friends to rec-
ognize will have a chance to
speak and to walk with a
card carrying the name of
the person being recognized.

We are also planning a
July 4 th event, so stay tuned
for details on that.

It is graduation season and
Joy Mullen’s granddaughter,
Meg Daves, has closed out a
brilliant tennis collegiate ca-
reer and graduated summa
cum laude from Northwest
Community College. Meg
will attend Mississippi State
University but is not plan-
ning to play competitive ten-
nis.

One of my favorite gifts to
give to graduates is Dr.
Seuss’s “Oh, The Places
You’ll Go!” It is a classic
about facing life’s chal-
lenges no matter the age. I
think the graduates prefer
gift cards and monetary con-
tributions these days! A cur-
rent greeting card from the
line Em &amp; Friends
carries this bit of wisdom,
which will do us all good to
remember: “When life is
wonderful, remember that
you made the choices that
got you here, and when life
is challenging, remember
that you always have the
power to make a new
choice.”

Gay Lynn Haynes is one
of the participants in the

America250  Mississippi
United in Song which is
Mississippi’s flagship musi-
cal celebration for the 250th
anniversary of the United
States. Taking place at the
Mississippi  Coliseum  in
Jackson, this free, televised
tribute will blend American
history with Mississippi’s
musical legacy. Tickets are
free on Ticketmaster. The
event is June 20 at and will
feature a 1,000-voice vol-
unteer choir, a 120-piece live
orchestra, a children’s choir,
and professional ballet
dancers. Mississippi Public
Broadcasting (MPB) will
record the event to be aired
at a later date. The singers
are from all over the state. It
should be amazing. I have
conflicting information on
the time. My tickets say 6
p-m. and a google search
says 7 p.m.

Gay Lynn has one of the
most beautiful voices and I
am excited that she is in-
volved in this!

Mayor Stephanie Patter-
son recently visited Tulsa,
OK and the Black Wall
Street Rally recently. The
rally is an annual, motor-
cycle-inspired community
festival and cultural event
held in the historic Green-
wood District of Tulsa. It is
for both riders and non-
riders. The rally celebrates
the legacy of Black Wall
Street—once one of the
most prosperous African
American communities in
the U.S. before the tragic
1921 Tulsa Race Massacre.
The event promotes Black
economic development, fi-
nancial literacy, and com-
munity empowerment.

Congratulations to Cof-
feeville High School for re-
ceiving a $250,000 Uplift
Energy Grant from TVA.
They were the only school in
Mississippi to receive this!

My granddaughter, Alice,

and I could not wait to get to
the new Sweet Spot Cream-
ery at the Farmacy Market-
place when it opened on
Saturday! Their tagline is
“Shakes, Cakes & Sundaes”.
Alice got a chocolate milk-
shake and I got a scoop of
sea salt caramel. Later in the
afternoon Mother and sister
Carol both got a scoop of
strawberry. Mother is ex-
cited because it is Blue Bell.
The very first customers
were two cute little girls
from Oxford!

Alice got out of school for
the year at noon on Friday
and wanted to have a sleep-
over at “Granny Bird’s”
(which is what she calls my
mom). We couldn’t get there
until Saturday, so we went to
the movie on Friday after-
noon and saw The Sheep
Detectives which is a
comedy-mystery with some
big name actors and ac-
tresses in voice-roles as well
as some portrayals. A shep-
herd is murdered and his
sheep use their detective
skills (which they have
picked up because he read
mysteries to them every
evening) to help a Barney
Fife-type small town police-
man solve the crime. Alice
and I both gave it a 10. The
sleep-over was a huge suc-
cess in great part because
there were baby kittens for
Alice to play with. We also
made a quick run to Dis-
count Building Materials in
Oxford to look at a bath-
room vanity. Alice decided
she wanted to buy Granny
Bird a gift while we were
there. She specifically
wanted a pillow, but even
her third-grade self blanched
at the $140 price tag! She
settled on a sweet little ce-
ramic bird for only $8.

My grandson, Jake, gets
out of school the middle of
this week. I am helping his
mom  run  “Medieval
Games” for his fifth grade
class on Monday. I antici-
pate it will be a little wild!
Jeannie, my daughter-in-law,
said her last October self
thought it sounded like a
good idea to volunteer to co-
ordinate this! I have done the

The Administrative Board of Yalobusha County Public Library System met Friday, May
15. Newly appointed library board member Beverly Freer was welcomed along with
Mississippi Library Commission consultant Louisa Whitfield-Smith. Shown in picture
are board member Karol Knowles, Louisa Whitfield-Smith, and board members Beverly
Freer and Gail Barton. Members Earlene Townes and Margaret J. Ross were unable
to attend.

same thing many times in
my life!

There is something about
the rhythm of the school
year that is better than the
calendar! School’s out, so it
must be summer. I hope
your summer is off to a great
start.

Let me know if you have
news to include. Contact me
via email at oaklandarea-
chamber@gmail .com or text
or leave a message at 601-
853-3942.

. Tillatoba News
¢ By Patcie Deck

Haven Rose Dukes and
Scottie Little graduated from
kindergarten Friday night at
North Delta school in Bates-
ville!!

Joanna Pullen graduated
from K4 Kindergarten and
her Daddy, Sam Pullen also
will graduate May 22, 2026
Sam will then also be a
Nurse practitioner. He
passed his Boards and Sam
be working at the clinic in
Charleston for TGH.

Faye Hartley is so proud
of her three grandchildren
who made all A’s for the
year. Highest in History,
Writing, and Math. Also
Mclendon all A’s for AR
award. Way to go !!!

Christian love and sym-
pathy to the Henry Pullen,
family of Scoby Mississippi.
Henry passed away Wednes-
day, May 13,2026 at his res-
idence. A graveside service
was held at 1:00 PM Friday,
May 15, 2026 at the Oak
Hill Cemetery in Water Val-
ley with Bro. Rickey Harris
and Rev. Tim McCaffrey of-
ficiating.

Diane Dukes, grand-
mother to Junior Dukes says
she knows there will be
some celebrating going on
at the Dukes home May 22
for his birthday!

This week went by so
fast, Istill am lagging in the
past,” said Martha Box.

Homecoming at Willow
Springs AOG today . Bro.
Tommy gave an exceptional
history of the church from
the start till now! And fol-
lowed that with the Word
and need of Salvation! And
my Dave Box and Nick
Snyder singing sure stirred
up the Spirit in us all.

A great service followed
by a wonderful get together
meal. It was so good to see
friends, cousins and loves
have a great time.

Debbie McCool sad she
and Tommy have been stay-

ing home the last couple of
weekends. Getting to see
lots of pictures of our beau-
tiful great granddaughter,
Lily  that Allison
(mother)and grandmother
(Angela Dukes) have put on
Facebook. Angela went out
last Sunday and stayed for a
week and there for the birth
and a few days at Allison's
house before coming home
and back to work Monday.

Angela, I know how hard
it must have been for you to
leave that precious grand-
daughter. I imagine a few
tears were shed on your way
back home.

Happy belated birthday
on the 15th to a sweet, smart,
talented and pretty four year
old little girl who celebrated
with a big party!

Happy birthday to my
first grandson, Junior Dukes
on the 22nd and Marilyn
Barton also celebrates her
birthday on the 22nd, Lisa
Chambers and Caleb Frank-
lin will celebrate the 23rd,
sweet Mary Hill on the 25th,
Jessie Anna Robinson the
26th, Bob Bailey celebrates
another one the 27th. I pray
you all have a blessed and

happy day!
Recipe of the week:
Lemon Melt Away Cookies
Ingredients:
1 cup butter
1/2 cup powdered sugar

1/4 Tsp cornstarch

1 1/2 cups flour

1 Tbl lemon juice

1 Tbl lemon zest

1/2 Tsp vanilla

1/4 Tsp salt

Heat oven to 350 degrees
and line baking sheet with
parchment paper. Cream
butter and sugar together
until smooth. Add remaining
ingredients and mix until
dough forms. Roll dough
into balls, place on cookie
sheet and flatten them out a
bit. Bake for 10-12 minutes
or until edges are pale
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golden. Cool and dust
with powdered sugar.

Thought for the day:

I don’t know why we
have to give money to coun-
tries who hate us. They
should be able to hate us for
free.
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Who Is It?

Last week’s “Who Is It?”was J. T. and Sarah Martin.
Darrel Dean , Jean Scobey, correctly identified the pic-
ture. Please call the Courier at 662-675-2446 before
noon on Monday or call and leave a message or text
662-458-8939.
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