
4 - The Coffeeville Courier,  June 18, 2026

Oakland News 
By Linda Ross Aldy

Father’s Day is here! Ac-
cording to Wikipedia, 
Father's Day was first cele-
brated in the United States 
on June 19, 1910, in Spo-
kane, Washington. In 1966, 
President Lyndon B. 
Johnson issued the first pres-
idential proclamation and in 
1972 President Richard 
Nixon signed a Congres-
sional Resolution creating a 
permanent national holiday. 

My dad died in 1980 at the 
age of 55 but his influence 
lives on in the lives of my 
siblings and me. We, in turn, 
have influenced our chil-
dren, and now, they are 
doing the same with theirs. 
This is legacy. It is impor-
tant. What you are teaching 
in word and deed lives bey-
ond you. My youngest son is 
celebrating his first Father’s 
Day, so this year it feels very 
special.  

Research suggests that 
humor and shared laughter 
may help strengthen father-
child bonds, increasing at-
tachment and social 
bonding. In the spirit of 
strengthening bonds, here 
are some of the best Dad 
jokes from a random internet 
search plus some from a re-
search project conducted by 
Paul Silvia, a professor at 
the University of North Car-
olina at Greensboro. 

• Dad, I’m hungry.  Hi, 
hungry. I’m Dad. 

• Never trust an atom. 
They make up everything. 

• Why did the scarecrow 
win an award? Because he 
was outstanding in his field.  

• Why did the math book 
look so sad?  Because it had 
too many problems. 

• What do you call cheese 
that isn't yours?  Nacho 
cheese! 

Studies show that there is 
both physical and emotional 
response to humor reducing 
stress, anxiety and depres-
sion, and improving psycho-
logical well-being.  

I would suggest that the 
amazing artwork of Kosci-
usko native Marie Hull will 
make you smile, if not 
laugh, in reaction to her joy-
ful work. Years ago, Mother 
and her sister, Carolyn, who 
lived in Kosciusko, stopped 
by Ms. Hull’s house and got 
a personal tour. Mother was 
astonished by the fact that 
every surface was covered in 
items that Ms. Hull had col-
lected and many of them had 
been painted with her signa-
ture dots, even the fence post 
in the front yard. Susan Mar-
quez in the Magnolia Trib-
une reported that the L.V. 
Hull Legacy Center is now 
opening in Hull’s former 
home in Kosciusko as a mu-
seum for the public. Ms. 
Hull died in 2008. She 
bought her 900-sq. ft. house 
in 1974 with money she 
made cleaning houses. Kos-
ciusko is a short daytrip and 
there are some cute restau-
rants on the square plus the 
most wonderful gift shops at 
Sullivan’s Drug Store and 
the Attala County Coop. 
There’s more, but that will 
get you started! 

Oakland celebrates June-
teenth on June 20 from 4-9 
p.m. at the James Riley 
Swearengen Walking Track 
and Park. We’ve been told 
for numerous years now that 
Oakland has the BEST June-
teenth Celebration in the 
area.  Juneteenth was not 
something I was aware of 
growing up so I had to learn 
about it as an adult. A sum-
mary from a Roads Scholar 
blog says that Juneteenth 
commemorates June 19, 
1865, when Union troops ar-
rived in Galveston, Texas, 
and informed enslaved 
people that they were free—
more than two years after 
the Emancipation Proclama-
tion had been issued. June-
teenth has been celebrated in 
Black communities for more 
than 150 years as a powerful 

reminder of freedom, perse-
verance and hope. 

The holiday has always 
emphasized both celebration 
and education. Traditional 
observances include 
parades, music, family gath-
erings, storytelling, and 
readings about emancipa-
tion, all intended to preserve 
history and strengthen com-
munity bonds. Juneteenth 
serves as both a joyful cele-
bration of freedom and an 
opportunity for all of us to 
reflect on justice, equity and 
understanding. 

We have great news that 
Cossar State Park is alive 
and kicking AND open! 
Terry Jones, President of 
Friends of Cossar, reported 
that disc golfers are also 
back and this past week had 
their first league round since 
January. The courses look 
good, he said, but there is 
still work to be done. Penny 
Simpson Rosenberg reports 
that the women’s disc golf 
league, also known as Tues-
day Therapy, is restarting 
play at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays.  
“If you’d like to learn come 
on out, if you know how to 
play come join us,” she said. 
The Park is also accepting 
reservations and campers are 
returning! 

I created the Cossar State 
Park Friends page on Face-
book years and years ago 
when my brother Rich was 
still Park Manager there. It 
was so exciting as we 
watched day by day and 
week by week the number of 
followers grow from five to 
250 to 500! Now, the page 
has nearly 2,000 followers! I 
am so thankful to those who 
have continued to keep the 
page alive.  

We are already hearing of 
so many people interested in 
attending our Montessori 
Pre-School informational 
meeting at 6 pm, Tues., July 
7, at the Oakland Chamber 
Building, 304 Holly Street, 
Oakland. Leading the dis-
cussion will be Brooke Fly 
Spears, a highly respected 
Montessori educator and 
trainer with more than 15 
years of classroom experi-
ence. 

Oakland will celebrate 
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America’s250 with a July 
3rd Happy Birthday Amer-
ica Party at the James Riley 
Swearengen Walking Track 
and Park from 5:30 to 7 
p.m.  Bring a chair! 

I’m no artist, but I am 
going to come up with 
something to enter in the 
Oakland Friends of the Li-

brary “My America” art 
contest. I may use some of 
Ms. Hull’s dots. The contest 
runs June 1-September 1. 
Art should be no larger than 
poster size and there are cat-
egories for Youth-Adult 
with prizes in each category. 
The art should reflect what 
America feels like to you. 

Drop your submissions off 
at the Oakland Library on 
Monday, Wednesday, or Fri-
day. 

Let me know if you have 
news to include. Contact me 
via email at oaklandarea-
chamber@gmail.com or 
text or leave a message at 
601-853-3942.

Disc golf returned this past week to Cossar State Park as the Park officially reopened 
following Winter Storm Fern's rampage. New Park Manager Brandon Sims, far right, 
was on hand to welcome the golfers.
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 Last week’s “Who Is It?” were Dana Peacock, Jim Ed-
wards and Dawn Tritt. They were warm up for a Rock-
A-Thon held at Yalobusha Academy Gym on March 
9,1984. No one call and correctly identified them. Please 
call the Courier at 662-675-2446 before noon on Mon-
day or call and leave a message or text 662-458-8939.

Who Is It?Tillatoba News 
By Patcie Deck

Jake Rose is in the hospi-
tal in Southaven. Please pray   
friends and family and keep 
him and his family in your 
prayers. 

Sunday was Bro.  Ricky 
Harris’s birthday and the 
congregation gathered 
around him  and sang Happy 
Birthday! I know he enjoyed 
that! 

Get well wishes to 
Wendy Harrell Dorby, who 
stepped on a sweet gumball 
coming out of the veterans 
museum Tupelo Thursday 
and broke her foot.  

Busy week my friend, 
says Martha Box. 

Thanking God for all He 
sees me through.  

 Had to take Candy Box 
to ER again. Sick and Weak. 
Had to rehydrate her system. 
Will follow up with more 
test! 

Busy Friday  with a 
group of hard working 
skilled tree cutters. Brought 
me to tears as they took 
down the sliver maple tree 
Honey and  I had planted on 
our 25th anniversary.  

It was a great day Sunday 
said Martha. I visited Pine 
Grove Baptist Church. So 
Lifted Up as the chior sang , 
“He Touched Me!” Bro. 
Scarborough brought our 
thoughts to Why We Love 
Jesus , cause He first loved 
us !  

Good visit with Sis. 

Joyce Stevens, and Debbie 
on the porch this eve. That 
chocolate cake and choco-
late coffee was a treat. 
Started planning the diet as I 
enjoyed the first scrump-
tious bite! 

Diane Dukes said George 
Cossar State Park re-opened 
June 11. They have made a 
lot of improvements and 
hope everyone will come out 
and enjoy the park and meet 
the new manager, Brandon 
Sims, from Charleston. 

They are also having 
Bingo Wednesday, June 17 
from 2-4. Must be 55 or 
older to play. They are hop-
ing for a big turn- out. Ping-
Pong will once again be 
calling the numbers. Every-
one enjoys him.  

Diane and your writer 
share two great grandchil-
dren, Haven Rose and Way-
lon Jr., who they call Dub.  

They went swimming 
and Dub had the  BEST 
time. He was shooting a  big 
water gun. After playing in 
the pool, Haven Rose and 
Waylon, Jr. Dukes and 
Joanna Pullen attended a 
birthday party for Coy 
Havens, Haven Rose, and 
Waylon  Jr.’s  cousin. They 
had a great time . Tre Tre 
and Paw Haven’s, better 
known as Lisa and Tommy 
Havens, also have a pool 
that they played in and I’m 
sure the kids slept good Sun-

day night.  
My great-grandson Brad-

ley Holliday is going on his 
first mission trip with Em-
manuel Baptist Church. 
They are going to Shocco 
Springs, Alabama. We are 
praying for a Christ filled 
week and a servants heart.   

Debbie and Tommy Mc-
Cool went to Alabama and 
spent the weekend with their 
granddaughter, Allison, and 
great granddaughter Lily 
Rose. Debbie said she got 
lots of holding and loving 
from my sweet great grand 
baby. We had a great trip.  

Had a cookout for Alli-
son's birthday Sunday. She 
is 25, can't believe it.  Allie’s 
mother and daddy Angela 
and Patrick Dukes were 
there also.  

Jacque and Adam  
Chambers finally got to take 
the new boat out, that they 
had bought on their Lou-
isiana trip, Saturday evening 
to the Tillatoba lake. We 
took our little dog and she is 
gonna be a boat dog for sure, 
said Jacque. I layed out 
while Adam fished, but did-
n't catch anything. We 
started treasure hunting with 
our dip net. We found all 
kinds of corks. She was dig-
ging in the brushes with the 
dip net; so glad we were 
alone out there. I am sure I 
would have been mistaken 
for a crazy person.  

Mrs. Bettysue Chambers 
started her radiation treat-
ments Wednesday in Tupelo. 
Betty will have them for a 
week. Her daughter, Wanda 
Sue Winters and daughter-
in-law, Jenny Chambers 
have been taking her. 

662-829-9017

Jacque’s father-in-law, Gary 
Chambers, cooked a seafood 
boil Saturday evening and 
we had all the fixing —
shrimp, potatos, corn, lil 
smokies, mushrooms, and 
pineapple. Ooh-Wee it was 
so hot it made your lips tin-
gle and nose run. Jacque 
made her famous grape 
salad and our friend Amanda 
Hughes made her TikTok 
chocolate cake that is abso-
lutely delicious. Amanda 
and Tim Hughes of Oakland, 
Ms celebrated their 27th 
year of marriage Sunday, 
June 14th. 

Happy birthday to Han-
nah Meacham on the 17th, 
Billy Stevens, Vivian Sim-
mons and Mandy Robinson 
celebrate the 18th, Brother, 
and Jimmy Martin on the 
21st.  I pray you all have a 
great day. 

Thought for the day…. 
There are 3 kinds of people 
in the world, those who are 
good at math, and those who 
aren’t.


