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Coffeeville First
Baptist Church

Have you ever found
yourself in a situation
where things did not go the
way you thought they
should? When those times
come; we often find our-
selves asking the age-old
question:  “Why?” We
think, “I raised my kids
right. I did my part in the
marriage. I worked hard at
my job. I did this and that.
I’ve done what I was sup-
posed to do. Why are things
not working out the way I
want them to? Life justisn’t
fair.” Often when things
don not go our way, we are
quick to blame the Lord for
our heartache, disappoint-
ment, or brokenness; for
life not being what we think
it should be. We begin to
ask questions like, “Lord,
why would you let this
happen to me? Lord, why
wouldn’t you help me?
Why weren’t you here for
me? Why? Why? Why?
I’ve loved you, Lord. I've
served you, Lord. I’ve ded-
icated myself to your
church. I've given my
money and time and every-
thing else to you. I've loved
you! Why have you not
done what I wanted you
to?” People questioning the
Lord when life does not go
the way they think they
should goes back pretty
much to the beginning of
humanity. One of the great-
est examples is found in the
New Testament in John
11:17-44.

In the beginning of John
11, we are told that Jesus re-
ceived word from sisters
Mary and Martha to come
quickly to their home at Be-
thany because their brother
and Jesus’ dear friend Laza-

By

Craig Baker,
Pastor

rus was gravely ill. Without
question, Jesus loves every-
one, even those who oppose
Him, but during His time on
earth He had a special rela-
tionship with certain people.
Martha, Mary, and Lazarus
were extra special to the
Lord. They were His very
close friends and followers.
They had brought Him into
their home in Bethany and
provided for Him. They had
dedicated their lives to Him.
We are told Jesus loved
them, and they loved Him.
You would think when Jesus
received word that Lazarus
was deathly ill that He would
have immediately gone to
heal him, but we are told
Jesus waited two days before
setting out for Bethany.
When Jesus arrived in Be-
thany, it was too late. Laza-
rus had been dead at least
four days. As Jesus was near-
ing the town of Bethany,
Martha quickly went out to
meet Him. When she saw
Jesus her first words to Him
were a raw expression of
sorrow, “Lord, if You had
been here, my brother would
not have died.” Jesus told
Martha that her brother
would rise again. Martha
agrees saying she believed
what Jesus had taught them
about the resurrection in the
last days. Martha knew all
that, but the question was.
“Jesus, what are you going to
do about now? You didn’t
come when we sent for you.
You weren’t here, and now
my brother is dead.”

Martha leaves Jesus to go
get Mary. Martha obviously
does not think that Jesus can
do anything now. It has been
four days. All hope of Laza-
rus returning is lost, so I

wonder why she goes to get
Mary. Maybe it was to be sure
Jesus saw all the pain He
caused for their family. I do
not know, but the passage says
she secretly goes to get Mary.
Mary was in their home
mourning with the Jews who
had come from Jerusalem to
mourn with them. When Mary
got up, the mourners assumed
she was going to the tomb to
weep, so they followed her. In-
stead of going to the tomb,
Mary went to meet Jesus.
When she arrived she fell at
His feet and said, “Lord, if
You had been here, my brother
would not have died.” Like
Martha, Mary’s statement is
more of a question to Jesus of
why He did not come when
they sent for Him. You say that
you love us, where were you?
Obviously, these two sisters
have talked this over together.
Why did Jesus let this happen?
He had advance notice. He
knew how sick Lazarus was.
Jesus was not that far away.
He had the power to heal their
brother and keep Him from
dying. He had done it for other
people. Would not those close
to Jesus be His first priority?
Had He not healed Peter’s
mother-in-law when she was
very sick? Why did He help
them and not us? If He had
only been here, Lazarus would
not be dead.

Any of those thoughts or
questions sound familiar? Of
course they do, because they
are often the same type of re-
sponses we have when Jesus
does not do what we think He
should do.

Seeing Mary and the Jews
weeping, Jesus became trou-
bled. He wept and told them to
take Him to Lazarus’ tomb.
Some of the Jews also ques-
tioned why Jesus had not kept
Lazarus from dying implying
that there was no reason to go
to the tomb because at this
point it was too late. When
they arrived at the tomb, Jesus
told them to remove the stone
sealing the tomb. Martha is
quick to object reminding
Jesus that Lazarus had been in
(Cont’d. on page 8)
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Zion Grove M.B. Church

Everyone is invited to
Zion Grove M.B. Church
located at 2441 County
Road 471, Coffeeville, MS
for revival July 20-22,
2026, starting at 7:00 p.m.
each night.

The guest speaker each
night will be as follows:
Monday night - Pastor T.K.
Townsend, Pleasant Grove
M.B. Church, Coffeeville,

MS; Tuesday Night - Pastor
Eugene Love, Oak Hill
M.B. Church, Coffeeville,
MS; and Wednesday Night
- Pastor Grady McKinney,
Parrish ~ Grove M.B.
Church, Oakland, MS

The Zion Grove M.B.
Church family would enjoy
and appreciate your pres-
ence and support during this
revival.

N

Musician
Appreciation

Persimmon Hill M. B.
Church of Enid will be hav-
ing a 7 year Musician Ap-
preciation for the State
Number One Player Bro.
Tony Johnson, Sunday, July
26 at 2:00 PM.

Everyone is invited to
attend.

Pastor Andrew Fluker

3 Night Revival

Persimmon Hill M. B.
Church of Enid will be hav-
ing 3 nights of revival July
29-31 at 7:00 nightly. The
guest speaker will be Pastor
Earnest Ware of Greenwood,
Ms.

Everyone is invited to at-
tend.

Pastor Andrew Fluker

Brooke Fly in Oakland--
Montessori leader Brooke
Fly of Water Valley led a
community  information
meeting in Qakland re-
cently as interested parents
and potential instructors
met.
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Friends of Cossar--A planning group of Friends of Cossai
met recently with Park Manager Brandon Sims to discus:
projects that the volunteer group can undertake to helj
make Cossar an even better park.

FIRST

BANKFIRST

https://www.bankfirstfs.com

319 Main Street
water Valley, Ms
662-473-2261

“Being Your Bank Is Our Privilege.”

Member FDIC

321 S. Main Street
Water Valley, Ms
662-473-1234




